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John F. Walvoord begins his book by giving a brief sketch 
of the history of Christological study. Beginning at the 
council of Nicea in 325 A.D. where a milestone in the state- 
ment on the foundational doctrine of the Trinity was reached 
through the rise of Liberal and Neo-Orthodox theology Wal- 
voord weaves his way thraugh pages of Church history. 

An important lesson that is conveyed through this study 
is that ones relationship to an orthodox Christology 
is only proportional to ones wWiew on the inerrancy and 
infallability of the Scriptures. With the exception of a 
few psuedo-biblical cults that pervert Scripture by adding 
to it or by using erroneous hermanuetics, the rising or 
falling of ones Christology rests chiefly on whether one 
takes the testimony of the wholy Bible as being truthful. 

It is interesting to note that throughout the entire 
course of this Christological study the author refrains from 
any real departure from the pages of Scripture. Having been 
raised in the Roman Catholic Church and having studied 
theology under the Jesuits for two years at Loyola Marymount 
university one can see that the Christological views held 
by such men as Hans Kung are rendered within the realm of 


acceptability by the Catholic world because most modern 


a eee 


Catholic theologians begin their study with a rather low 
view of the historicity and literality of the Bible, part- 
icularly the historicity and literality of the four Gospels. 

Walvoord in his second chapter, Christ in Eternity Past, 
presents to us a picture of Christ before His incarnation. 
He explains the implications of Jesus forever existing as 
oppossed to Christ simply pre-existing. Walvoord discribes 
or points out the attributes of Christ, therefore qualifying 
Jesus’ claim to deity. He points out Jesus' eternal co-existence 
with the Father and the Spirit as opposed to the theory of 
Modalism. 

In Christ in Old Testament history (chapter 3) Wal- 
voord discusses the various names for God used in the Old 
Testament and how they apply to Christ. He then gives. a- 
brief sketch on the various theories concerning Jesus’ son- 
ship. He finally closes the chapter with a presentation of 
Jesus as the Savior of the Old Testament (a sore spot to 
many "Old" Dispansationalists). 

Chapter four begins Walvoord'g study on the often over- 
looked subject of Christ in Old Testament Typology. He 
writes, "The difficulty has been that typology by its 
nature is more subject to personal opinion of the inter- 
preter than ordinary exegesis. It is oftern confused with 
allegorical interpretation and is not as subject to the cor- 
roborating teachings of other Scripture." He therefore 


lays down a few ground rules on typological exegesis and 
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presents various types of Christ found in the Old Testa- 
ment. 

In Christ in 01d Testament Prophecy (chapter 5) we 
again find a real departure between modern Catholic theology 
and conservative Protestant theology. The Catholic theologian, 
being bound up by form and redaction criticism, will have a 
tendency to ignore, possibly even discredit, any New Test- 
ament interpretation of Old Testament prophecies concerning 
the coming Messiah. His chief goal would be to get back to 
the Prophetic author's zits en labin and deal with the pro- 
phecy at ground zero. The conservative Protestants axiom: 
"Always interpret the Old(Testamnet in light of the New 
Testament.” often receives harsh criticism from the Catholi¢ 
bench because they feel that it is unscholarly and treats 
Scripture as if it appeared in a vacuum. In reply to such 
accusations the Protestant should note that the Bible was 
meant to be interpreted that way ("Always interpret the Old 
Testament in light of the New Testament), but at the same 
time reminded that Scripture, especially prophecy, should 
always be treated in context, both historically and textually. 
Walvoord does a fine job of this. 

Finally in chapter six we reach what most consider 
the apex of the gospel, the Incarnation of the Son of God. 

And the Word became flesh, and dwelt 


among us, and we beheld His glory, 
glory as of the only begotten from the 
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Father, full of grace and truth. 
John 1:14 


Again, the problems presented by this concept are due 
largely to our limited intellect (power of reason) and the 
degree of our belief in the inerrancy of Scripture. In 
this chapter Walvoord briefly runs through the Biblical accounts 
of Jesus’ birth and early years. - 
In the Person of the Incarnate Christ (chapter 7) Wal- 
voord deals with the preincarnate person of Christ and 
spends a good amount of the time discussing the Hypostatic 
Union. Again it is interesting to note that while most books 
discussing this subject end up speaking from a philosophical 
or psychological level,Walvoord stays on a strict Biblical 
level. 
One of the most difficult sections of the book as well 
as of the study of Christology, Walvoord ends the chapter 
as follows: 
Much necessaril y remains inscrutable in 
the person of Christ. The problem of the 
theologian is not to understand completely, 
but to state the facts revealed in Scripture 


in such a way as to do full honor to 
the person of Christ. 


Walvoord then outlines the life of Christ on the Earth 
(chapter 8). He organizes Jesus! life geographically, then 
according to the major spheres of His earthly life, then by 


the offices of Christ. The last part of the chapter is devoted 


ey 


a discussion of the Kenosis doctrine and the Impeccability 
of Christ. Both of these last two problems could fills a 
library of books but in a very exacting concise manner Wal- 
voord deals with them; again relying solely on Scripture. 

The doctrines dealing with Soteriology (that is Re- 
demption, Propitiation, Reconcilation and Atonement) are 
dealt with in chapter 9, Christ in His Suffering and Death. 
He opens the chapter with a short overview of the various 
theories on Christ's atonement and spends a majority of the 
chapter discussion Propitiation and Reconciliation. 

In chapter 10 Walvoord very briefly covers the Resur- 
rection of Christ. In this chapter He simply establishes 
the fact of the resurrection as recorded by the Scriptures. 

Chapter 11, the Present Work of Christ, constitutes one 
of the longest chapters in the book; And understandably so. 
Beginning with Jesus’ Ascension Walvoord discusses everything 
up to the Rapture of the church. A considerable amount of time 
is spent on Christ as the High priest and the Royal priesthood. 
He points out the falacy of the Catholic doctrine calling 
for the perpetual sacrifice of Jesus. A very informative, 
scholarly chapter. 

The chapter is divided according to Christ's present 


work in Heaven (i.e., High priesthood) and Christ's present 
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work on the earth( His presence in the church). 


The final chapter, the Future Work of Christ, is Walvoord's 
presentation the pretrib/premil return of Christ. Having 
already written an entire book discussing the pretribulation, 
midtrubulation, post-tribulation,and partial tribulation 
theories of the Rapture, the author, for all practical purposes, 
does not address the problem of the time of the Rapture of the 
church. He simply sets about to prove the pretrib/premil 
point of view. 

A fine book geared to introduce the student of theology to 
the study of Christology, Jesus Christ Our Lord should not 


be read by those students looking for a cure for insomnia. 
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Assignment in Tozer's Book 


Complete the following statements. 

Depending on the Holy Spirit--meditate and think upon the statement. 
Explain the statement as well as you can. 

State the practical values derived from your study and meditation. 
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Chapter XV~--Tozer's Book 
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Chapter XVIII--Tozer's Book 
{pages 96-99) 
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Chapter XXII--Tozer's Book 
(pages 115-120) 
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Chapter XXiiI~-Tozer's Book 
(pages 121-124) 
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First Week--The excellencies, scope, dangers. and safeguards of systematic theology. 
Second Week~-Concepts of God and arguments to prove the existence of God. 

Thind Week--The revelation, attributes, unity, and triunity of God. 

Fourth Week---Definition, classification, importance, and problems of decrees. 


Fifth and Sixth Weeks--The works of Ged in ereation, preservation, providence, and 
_ vedemption. 


Seventh Week--The preexistence and deity of Christ. 
Eighth and Ninth Weeks--The incarnation, virgin birth, life, and death of Christ, 


Tenth Week--The resurrection, ascension, and return of Christ. 


Eleventh Week--The personality of the Holy Spirit. 

Twelfth Week--The deity of the Holy Spirit. 

Thirteenth and Fourteenth Yeeks--The ministry of the Holy Spirit. 
Fifteenth Week--The sins against the Holy Spirit. 


Note: Participation in class discussions is encouraged and expected. However, the 
vast scope of the course will iimit the time in discussion. 


Class Textbooks: 

1. The Bible-+-K.J.A.V., N.A.S.B., R.S.V. 

2. God, Christ, and the Holy $pirit~-Syllabus by the Professor. 
3. The Knowledge of the Holy-~A.W. Tozer, copyright 1961. 

4. Jesus Christ Ow Lord--J.T. Walveord, copyright 1969. 

5. The Holy Spirit--c.c, Ryrie, copyright 1965. 


Grading System: 


1. Three cbjective-essay exams will be given during the sixth week, the eleventh: week, 
and on the scheduled day of the final week of the semester. 


2. Optien-~in place of the final exam one tay choose to write a research paper-- 
minimum of 12 pages in length on any subject related to any member of the Trime 
God. At least 7 sources should be quoted from in the paper. Project will be 
graded on the basis of 100 peints--25 points for quality, grammar, neatness and 
completeness. If you choose to write a paper inform the porfesser two weeks 
from this day as to the selected subject. 

3. The three exams will comprise the final grade unless student chooses the option. 
In that case the paper will count 1/3 of the final grade. Exams will be based on 

| ‘assigned questions and lecture nctes. 

4, Four unexcused absences are permitted during the semesters. Apart from emergencies, 
over-cutting will lower the final grade. Any netes missed due to absences are to 
he secured from cther students. 
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"Only let your conduct be as it becometh the gospel of Christ, . . ." (Phil. 1:27). 
Come to class with an open mind to hear the Word of God, with an open heart to receive ~ 
the Word of God, and with an open will to obey the Word of God. This mannex of Life 
will assure each one the approval of God now and forever. May it be our sincere desire 
to "know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings , 
being made conformable unto his death" (Phil. 3:10). 


o2ery — “aitd 
— a ee ee 
Ly, Tv — pet swig wz 


Dap wh VE - fk ~ co plu - abot “ 


It 


IV. 


Systematic Theology 

i. ‘The Excellencies of Systematic Theology. 
2. The Scope of Systematic Theology. 

3. ‘The Dangers of Systematic Theology. 

4. The Safeguards of Systematic Theology. 


Basic Information Relative to Theology. 
1. Various concepts of God. 

2. Abstract definitions of God. 

3. Positive definitions of God. 


4. Arguments to prove the existence of God. 


Biblical Doctrine of Theology. 
1. ‘he revelation of God. 

2. The attributes of God. 

3. ‘The unity of God. 

4. The triunity of God. 


Biblical Decrees of God. 

1. Definition of decrees. 

2. Classification of decrees. 
3. Importance of decrees. 

4. Problems of decrees. 


Biblical Works of God. 
1. Creation. 

2. Preservation. 

3. Providence. 


4, Redemption. 


I. SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY: 


The objective of this course is to learn of the Triune God-- 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit--through the study of the doctrines of 
Goc, Christ and the Holy Spirit. Since these doctrines are: three 
aspects of the discipline of Systematic Theology, we shall discuss 
briefly the field of Systematic Theology as to its excellencies, 
scope, dangers, and safeguards. It is hoped that this study will 
impress. upon our lives the fact of the infinite magnitude of the 
person and plan of God to the end that we shall fulfill the first 
and great commandment, "Thou shall love the Lord, they God, with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind." (Matthew 
22237) 


To the Christian, considered as a discipline, Systematic Theology 
transcends every branch of learning in content and value, Designed 
for the task of studying the inexhaustible subject of God and His 
works in the universe, it stands singly and uniquely in a class by 
itself. Dedicated to the glory of God, Systematic Theoloty towers 
supremely and majestically above every system of study, and thus 
truly merits the honor of being called, "The Queen of the Sciences." 


Dr. Chafer defines Systematic Theology as the collecting, scien- 
tifically arranging, comparing, exhibiting, and de finding of all 
facts from any and every source concerning God and His works. It is 
thetic in that it follows a humanly devised thesis form and presents 
and verifies truth as truth. 

(Systematic Theology, Vol. I, pg. 6). 
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.B. The Scope of Systematic Theology 
ny 1. Bibliology--Study of the Bible. 
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2. Theg@logy--Study of God. 
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4. Pneumatology--Study of the Holy Spirit. 
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8. Soteriology--Study of Salvation. _ 
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3. It may curtail spiritual growth. 
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1. Keen awareness of the finiteness of man. 
_—___> 


Lien 28-7 = Ab «RX a) <r bt hoe oe — 


VY 2:4 he Vp 
| Ge 4:9 - capes om 
i. i. an rs, 
aol. Wh = ge ue ae. 3 oe) 
Jn IiB3-a4- Oo fof. | 


49 OureY ne Onvow ev ye eT Eotiy veers 


-_ -5- 


2. Right motives (for the study 2) God. 
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— IZ. Basic information relative to Theology. 


(Omi Feae XA) 
1. Various concept$ of God. \_ 


a., Dynamism--belief in a kind of impersonal life, energy 
; pervades all things. It can be tapped and used for both 
=” Prato \ @vil and good purposes. Ener is the ultimate physical 
\ reality, and thus a form of god. 


si SL Of Jb. Animism-~god is in the form of personal spirits found in 
oh \ erg” nature, which are the cause of nature. These spirits can 
0 injure or help man. 
7 neu ~~ @ Fetishism--the worship of an object in which a supposed 
Spirit lives. The spirit may leave the object at will. 
om : d. Idolatry--a man-made object worshipped by man in which 
ae god dwells, or a medium used to reach god. 
aaa 
ie Gran €. Monolatry--the selection of one idol from among many, and 
| the exclusive worship of it. One_may change it for another. 
[The idol is often a tribal object. | 
a | #, Polytheism--the worship of many gods usually well-defined 
in names and number. The practice of the Egyptians, 
Greeks, Romans, and Hindus. 
g. Henotheism--a worshipper selects one of the gods of poly- 
theism, and worShips it as his cod. 
4 h. Dualism--belief in two gods, or principles, good and evil. 
Teaching of Zoroastrianism and Gnosticism (certain kinds). 
™ i. Tritheism--a perversion of the doctrine of the Triune- 
—~__ God. Three persons means three gods. 
om j- Pantheism--god is all, and all is god. Nothing but god 


Sb exists, and everything is a‘manifestation of god. 
[OAV IA) —y 
_ mat, k, Deism--believers in a transcendent, absentee god who 
am Nix » /eycreated the universe, and then withdrew from it subjecting 
= 


a Mi eal its control entirely to the laws of nature. 
- UL 
m Ht 1. Naturalism--geared to the theory of evolution and unifor- 
mity it practically substitutes man for God. It denies 
the lester Ee character of the universe. Atheism, 
* agnost “ahd humanism flourish within the philosophy 
£ naturalism. 
-_~ AA Prnawe. . 
i . . . * 
m. Atheism--denies the existence of God. Actually worships 
me man. 


n. Agnosticism--affirms that neither the existence nor the 
-~— nature of God nor the ultimate nature of the universe is 
known or knowable. 
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o. Humanism--an exaltation of man to the exclusion of God 
resulting in the worship of man. 
AU Manisha —<~se pla OZSLign— 
p. Idealism--stresses mind as the only reality opposing realism. 
PLato~ DvALIgn o& PRONG CSR 7 OUR EN ayy 
q. Positivism--a form of agnosticism which accepts only the 
details.of observed phenomena to be true. The idea of 


i is rejected] because _s: ot be test ientifically. 


a 
AB) ragmatism--a form of agnosticism which tests truth by its 
FZ practical consequences. Philosophy of William James, while 


T cao i 
S. Monotheism--believes in one supreme being who is personal, 
ethical, distinct from the world, and yet in the world as 
its source and preserver. God is transcendent and immanent. 


positivism was the phi 1ogor er Auguste Comte. 
(Ze oh 


t. Theism--accepts monotheism with the added fact that God 


has revealed Himself in a supernatural way. t'! ae 
e-Tnuk “1 ra 
{ - | j——_— . 


Wraotin f Se oe 
Seteate detintevond of God. The following are some of the 
concepts which depersonalize God. He is conceived philoso- 
phically as power, energy, mind, first cause, love, ethic, 

etc. All are inadequate in the light of divine revelation 

emanating from the Bible. 


a. Plato--says God is the eternal mind, the cause of good in 
nature. 


b. Aristotle--maintains God is the first ground of all being. 


c. Spinoza--affirms God is the cause of all and everything, 
and everything is God. 


d. Leibnitz--calls God the final reason of things. 
e. Kant--defines God as the mora]. euthor of the world. 


f. Fichte--says God is the moral order of the universe 
actually operating in life. 


g. Hegel--calls God the absolute spirit without consciousness 
until it becomes conscious in the reason and thoughts of 
man. 

h. Strauss--identified God with the universe. 


i. Comte--identified God with humanity. 


j. Ames--says God is the idealized whole of reality growing 
and finite. 


LN yard, Me ko 8-3. 
3. Positive definitions-of-God. Can God be defined? If by this 
question is meant, “Can man understand the Person of God in 

a complete and perfect manner?", the answer is "no." Since 
God is infinite and man is finite it follows logically that . 
man can never attain comprehensive knowledge of God. In 
defining God, therefore, one must acknowledge this fact. 
Furthermore, any accepted definition of God must be based on 
the Bible because it alone reveals accurately the attributes 
of God. It is through the light of Scripture that one can 
see how God differs from alleother beings in His person, 


aC at we may Ow a thing COr= .-- 
rectly so far as it is known even though everything about it 
is not-known. It is with these facts in mind thut the follow- 


ing definitions of God are mentioned: 


a. The Westminister Shorter Catechism says that "God is a 
Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable in His being, 
wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth." 
(Systematic Theology, Charles Hodge) 


b. John Miley defines God as "an eternal personal Being of 
absolute knowledge, power, and gcodness." (Systematic 
Theology, John Miley) 


c. Strong says that "God is the infinite and perfect Spirit 
in whom all things have their source, support, and end." 
(Systematic Theology, Strong) 


d. My definition: God is the eternal, and infinite Spirit 
who 1S unchangeable, just, perfect, and holy in all His 
ways. He is sovereign creator, continuer, controller, 
and consummator of the universe, all life, and all things. 
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4. Arguments to prove the existence of God. Although the unsav red 


Man iS inclined to question their validity to the point of 
rejecting them at times, the following arguments are believed 
to be rational, logical, and convincing to any open-minded 
searcher of truth. Taken together they present an irrefu- 
table case for the fact of God. Not only can they serve as 

a stepping-stone to cause an unbeliever to consider seriously 
the person and claims of the Lord Jesus Christ, but can be 
used also to deepen and strengthen personal faith in the 


Lord Jesus Christ through the eae nt 

2eiecaty 
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a. Intuition. By its very nature intuitive belief precedes 
all the processes of observation and deduction. It affirms 
that man naturally believes in God. It is a first truth 
logically prior to belief in the Bible. A belief is 
said to be intuitive if it is universal, necessary, and 
self-evident. Both Scripture and history prove belief 
in God to be an intuitive truth. Such scriptures as 
Romans 1:19-21, 32, and_2L;4-16 demonstrate this claim, 
and the study of anthropology also confirms it. 


“a To ty Ca Tail We Cs ere e ph -capPed 
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b. Scripture. From Genesis 1:1 through Revelation 22:21 
Holy Scripture declares the fact of God. The Bible 
takes the existence of God for granted. To disprove the 
existence of God one must disprove the Bible, and 


this is impos le. 
rte ‘ane euiye~ ce ac, 
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c. Cosmological. Inductive in its procedure moving from 
the effect to the cause. This argument reflects the 
truth of Hebrews 3:4. which states that "every house 
is built by some man, but he that built all things is 
God." It affirms that everything begun must have an 
adequate cause; the universe was begun; therefore, it 
must have an adequate cause. 


Tidwikie 
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d. Teleological. Also inductive in its procedure main- 
taining that order and.purpose in the arrangement of 


a system imply intelligencé—in the igi ing cause; 
the universe is marked by Jorden and) purpesd in its 
arrangement; therefore, it haS~an intelligent and free 
cause. The universe is a cosmos not a chaos. The 
time-space-mass arrangemen€ displays an intelligent 
design of intricate laws integrated into a harmonipus 
relationship maintaining the balance of nature. 


— ia!” "a: dlceaiiaal oe Cae 
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e. Anthropological. ing we aes pe a/moral] universe asa 
{moral being subject t x aws points consistently 
to the fact of God as the-moral cause of all morality. © 
This argument is also inductive in ses 3 sf yo 
we EP Ww vu Wave ving LOOT He 
a a gr orth we 
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Value of above arguments: 1. Cosmological offers proof of 
2 Tel 


a_first—cause. ‘ eleological proves the intelligence of the 
first cause. 3. Anthropological proves the moral character 


@e-first causew a eae 
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ical. Deductive in character advancing from 
cause /ko effect. This argument has been contested 
becauge\ it is thoroughly philosophic in charecter. 
Althgugh attributed to Anselm (1033?-1109) some find ... 


the ge of the idea in Plato' s thinking. The = 
ment affirms a a of a most > 
perfect being in the human mind proves the nce 


of the most perfect being because the real existence 
is.a necessary part of the idea of the most perfect 


being. Oeduchhve 
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g. cones - Also Eat ere in character stating thet 
the postulate which best explains the relat:ed phonoriena 
is probably true. Gad exists because he alone explains 
best the facts of man's mental, moral, and spiritual 
nature as well as the facts of this material universe. 
It holds that the related facts are really inexoclicabie 
without this postulate. The fact of God is the only key 
which fits every lock explaining intelligently the 
mystery of life, death, history, and all the events 
in the universe. 
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Caution: It is to be noted that philosophic arguments used 
to prove the existence of God can never bring a person to 
salvation. They are to be used to stimulate interest in the 
study of God as revealed in the Scriptures. Only the Word 


~ of God can enlighten the depraved mind to the need of sal- 
vation. ‘Apo a means the end and not t 


end in itse Thus in every attempt to confront the lést 


- . with-the- teed Of. Christ 1& is. imperative to bring: the: lost 


to the Scriptures, because it is the entrance of God's Word 
which gives light and understanding to the simple. 
(PsaIm 119: 30) 
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III. Biblical doctrine of Theology. Since God has revealed Himself 


in the Bible and it alone speaks with final authority and infall- 
ible accuracy on the person of God it will serve as our textbook. 
The following information is gleaned from the Scriptures: 


ae 


Note; 


an Seed Jere (eel po-* ) 
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The revelation of God. sol Scriptures teach that God had 
revealed Himself in various ways. 


Verses cited are just a few of the many that support 


the particular topic under discussion. 


a. In the universe and animal world. 


(1) Scripture. 


(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


Psalm 19:1-4 ~- utrent_ceelere Bler ae. 


Sf OE: thewver Pu Hid wom k 
Job 12:7-9 - 2eKrty PRL oP tt a et each, abel 
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(5) Problems-- 


- In the constitution of man. [ nol capt tl 


- 


— 


(1) Scripture 


oon 
ise) 
- 


(4) 


(5) 


} Meaning-- 


bes ae <a Apr ow 


Genesis 1:26-27- 21 a ph. ees 
eae ” 
. i | ! Siete. 
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c. In the message of the prophets. 


(1) Scripture 


(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


(5) 


Hebrews 1:1 Cc Appoee ny phe pope 


Genesis 6:13. (Grd am 4 Av bog 


Genesis 12:1-4 4. 14XD mil ae Abin 


Jozah l:1 #4 vor? £ fea. a6 PL ih aterrgl| 


Jeremiah 1:4 |. ust fre Ly2ZY CA He wae rAw - 


Meaning-- 
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d. In the miracles and works of providence. 
(1) Scripture. 


Exodus 5:1-2 with 7:5,17; 9:14: 10:2 
i\ js 
Eerpp\ rvah| ew. tak bees WA (azD : 
Deuteronomy 4:33-35; 7:8-9 ; 
Seek ope 6 kur TAA LOD Wy Ged. 
Ezekiel 11:9-10 
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Meaning-- 
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In the life an experiences of believers. 


(1) 


(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


(5) 


Scripture 
Job 19:25~-27 he kn. tut red. 2h * 7 
Mabiher 5:13-16 wr fer tet J? for earth rm ale nH 


i sur oF A rt rd al abn 


II Corinthzans 3:2-3 
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f. In the Lord Jesus Christ. 


(1) Scripture 


Matthew 1:23 ao 5 J 


John 1:18 


yi bu pial po by Trltor be pd 
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Hebrews 1:2-3 “hee tan orygcnnr a” GR °'4 4 Pia 
Colossians 2:9 vs \n~-—— elle Al te Pelloe ¢ “ 
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Availability-- 
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Meaning-- 
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g.- In the complete Bible. 
(1) Scripture. 
‘ =45—- olor Lecce <b FeAl 
Tuke 24:27, 44-45 ~ 0: gy ee Age 


papier BIKER | 
John 5:39 ge --cl— AS sori er so tet af oe 


Romans 1:2 eli an bAL Weg pe et 4 al 
A - P 
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(3) Availability-- 
to Al noe eve ve eterte T— Bible , 


(4) Limitations-- , 
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(5) Problems 
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Conclusion to the revelation of God. Observe the superior 
value of the Bible in relation to other channels of revelation. 
This fact demonstrates the limitation of natural theology in 


its revelation of God. It oses the fallacy of the so- 
called double-revelation theory, which teac es that the theo- 


to the Bible, | 
} 
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1. The Bible includes revelation from all other sources. 


[cep odligaed ote a 
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2. The Bible presents this revelation in an accurate way. 
telly ov TB tap i> Cen. 


3. The Bible provides the correct interpretation of this 
revelation. ; 
| gg tH | 
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4. The Bible presents the only adequate, authentic revelation 
of God through the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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The ibutes of God. Personality! What is 
personality? Can it be defined? That it is difficult 
to explain is evident to all who have had opportunity to 
study the diverse views of individuals treating this 
subject. Manifold are the theories proposed to define 
personality as exhibited in’human cénduct. Out of 
the collective thinking of the:many minds which have 
investigated this elusive and ambiguous field evolves 
the of Fanstions definits “personalit is | the sum total 


stitute a distinct individua 1 n asis of this defi-. 


nition note aati regard oo God: 
pee 


a. (The essence of God.) God's essence refers to the 
underlying reality of His personality which is 
manifested through His attributes... Dr. McClain 
mentions the’ following facets of personality-- 
life, intelligence, purpose, activity, txeedcom, 
sélf-consciousness, emotional capacity, and 
spirituality. All of these are true of God - -- 
proving that He is a person and not a mere power. 


(1) God is living. 
(a) Biblical testimony. 
Genesis 2:7- ome, BoD Gf) prethsd 25 
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I Timothy 4:10 ue rk wait tel Linge oe 


Sele Lf — ~~ pen 
Sop A We bere om ms ee ey 
CorOOie pohufit im 


(c) FP. of this  ———— -- () a Baal ry 6h velo 
~ Baz 


” ee idee, | — 


i 


(2) God is intelligent. 


(a) Biblical testimony. 


I Samuel 2:3 Li La@D ub ~ Gol P bro. 
Proverbs 3:19-20- eel iitn, tes aiden" f Loge 
Isaiah 11:2 obo roe ro ee 
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(b an of "intelligence"-- 
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(c) Value of re ae at % 
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(3) God is purposive. 
(a) Biblical testimony Si | 7 gtd 
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Meaning of "purpose"-- 


bee aad Ea he fr ie 
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Value of this truth-- iB. 
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(a) Biblical testimony. 
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(c) Value of this truth-- 
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(5) God is free. 


(a) 


(b) 


(c) 


(6) Goa 


(a) 


Biblical testimony. 


Job 23:13 y+ NY tou) aont won Trak 
de 

Daniel 4:35 () ApQ)- peor TK hed ri. 
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Meaning of " 
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Value of this truth-- 
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is self-conscious. 


Biblical testimony. 


' a. 
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(b) Meaning of "“self-conscious"-- 
(c) Value of this truth-- 


God is emotionaz. 


{a) Biblical testimony. 


Deuteronomy 5:9 ~ appeboeg— land 


Judges 10:16 — gcuved (-~Tavia ) 
Psalm 5:5 — hako / whl rae f wignct : 
Psalm 103:13 ~ py C tut t fer An, 
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(b) Meaning of “emotional"-- 
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(8) God is spirit. 


(a) Biblical ee Ny 
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1 attributes of God. Classifying the divine 
Serributes is an aid to a better understanding of the dis- 
tinct uniqueness of the greatness of God. Problems in 
such an analysis reflect the fact of finite limitation in 
trying to explain the infinite Gdd, Overlapping of certain 
attributes may also be evident because God functions as a 
co-ordinated unit manifesting perfect balance in the har- 
monious interrelationship and interdependence of His com- 
bined attributes. The non-moral attributes embrace the 
non-transferable traits of God's being, which exists in 


no other creature in any degree. re 
\ be yn gterncl SFiate pbele — nm poet! | 
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(1) God is self-existent. 


(a) Biblical testimony 
Exodus 3:14—"T fn, TRC Lane | 
Cob ie pn ober abies at pede tone. Lporces 
Psalm 36:9 —westanr A | 
Jeremiah 2: a Rae wy ROK 


John 5:26—- kw Wr tee ante th ste 


(b) Meaning of "self-existent"-- 
The bomree © Gop <etP-2%. pe bol of 
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(c) Problems-- 
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(d) Value of this truth 


(2) God is eternal. 


(a) Biblical testimony. 
Genesis Braet hy Cok 
} 
Psalm 90:1-2—- fo Lee T~y fy ae 
Isaiah 57:15 — Ae w yds ta tere 
I Timothy une a stored 
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(d) Value of this truth-- 
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(3) God is( unchangeable. 


(a) Biblical testimony. 


N 23:19 Cc _— 
umbers 23:1 la, 


ve ’ a Ww } af 
Psalm 33:11 aaa 
i 
Ezekiel 24:14™ © on # AY or at 
+ a be bel 


Malachi 3:6 


vurrelde nov fredd samy ~ loud) 


James 1:17 MN) 


FP icntelld: 
(b) Beanting of aS a cretion, ied), 


a” calls 


Sot Doe i peti nary He el aise 


(c) Problems-- 


(ad) Value of this truth-- 
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(4) God is omnipresent. 


(a) 


(b) 


(c) 


(d) 


Biblical mes pau) 
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Meaning of “omnipresent"-- ih. 
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Value of this rruth-- 
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(5) God is omniscient. ai an 
(a) Biblical testimony 


Psalm 33:13-15 
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(c) Problems-- 


(ad) Value of this truth-- 
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(6) God is omnipotent. — Al proce 


(a) Biblical testi ony. ie 
Genesis 17:1— alla facil 
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(b) Meaning of “omnipotent"-- 
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(c) Problems-- 


{(d) Value of this truth-- 
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-~ (7) God is perfect. 


(a) Biblical testimony. 
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(c) Problems-- 


(d) Value of this truth-- 
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(9) God is incomprehensible. 


(a) 


(b 


~ 


~— 


(c 


(d) 


Biblical testimony. 
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c. The morad attributes of God. It is through the moral 


attributes that the goodness of God is revealed in a 
clear way. Biblical testimony affirming the goodness 
of God is abundant (cf. Psalm 25:8; 33:5; 52:1; 103:1-22; 


ark 10:18; Romans 2:4; 11:22; etc. ). While the mon- 
doveCrotora, abr tes exist only in God in an absolute state 
ributes found in God in an absolute state 
exist in man in a relative sense. This is true because 
man was created in the image of God. The degree to which 
one will manifest these traits depends on one's spiritual 
condition. The Bible teaches that: 


(1) God is holy. 


(a) Biblical testimony. 
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ad (3) God is love. 
(a) Biblical testimony. 
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(c) Problems-- 
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(d) Value of this truth-- 


(4) God i?-righteous. 
(a) Biblical testimony. 
Psalm 11:7 
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(d) Value of this truth-- 


(5) God is faithful. 
(a) Biblical testimony. 
Deuteronomy 5.9 fA O 
Psalm 119:10 
Lamentations 3:23 
I Thessalonians 5:23-24~|/“ 


I John 1:9 
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(d) Value of this truth-- 


(6) God is merciful. 


(a) Biblical testimony. 
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(c) Problems 


- The unity of God. Belief in cne God is the stress of mono- 
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(d) Value of this truth-- 


theism. This truth is locked in the heart of the Bible. 
That there is only one God is taught in the Old and New 
Testaments. The unity of God repudiates every form of 


polytheism. a 
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euteronomy 6:4-5 : sth 
Isaiah 44:6-8 


Isaiah 45:5-6 

Mark 12:29-30 

John 10:30 

Romans 3:29-30 

I Corinthians 8:4-6 
James 2:19 


Jude 4 
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= b. Meaning of the unity of God. 
= (1) Divine nature is undivided and indivisible. 


(2) Excludes all other gods. 


(3) Unity compatible with the concept of trinity. 
Pan Value of this truth. 
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4. The Triunity of God. 


Dr. McClain called this doctrine "the Fundamentals of the 
Fundamentals of the Christian Faith" (unpublished notes). 
Such a designation is verified through a systematic study 
of the Word of God, which reveals the fact that every doc- 
trine in Scripture is inter-locked into this eternal truth. 
Xe It is indeed the cohesive force of the unique and distincr 
; gic of Christianity. The triunity of God exalts the 
Christian Faith above all other religions, and separates 
it from all other religions. Its theological and practical 
values cannot be overstated, for without this concept, 
Christianity would be just another form of monotheism, 
which at best presents an unclear and ~impers 
of the God of the universe. 
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a. Some basic facts. 
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3) Why the complete revelation of ue truth follows 
the doctrine ofthe unity of God7 BUC A® cor-fFlGUY 
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| b. The implication of the doctrine in the Old TestAment. 


1) The plural name for God appearing in Genesis 1:1 
(Elohim). Note: The plural name is used with a 
singular verb. 
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2) The plural pronouns used of God. 
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Genesis 3:22 
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€ The plural verb used with God in Genesis 35:7. 
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4) The name of God applied to different persons 
in the same setting. 


Genesis 19:13,24 Sedo G 
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Psalm 45:6-7 
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Psalm 110:1 (cf. Matt. 22:41-46) 
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Isaiah 44:6 ~— 
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(» The fact of three persons implied. 
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an Psalm 33:6 
Isaiah 48:16; ‘And ver? The. nes God wre det nO & 
Lip Spit e 
Isaiah 61:1 
Isaiah 63:9-10 
c. The revelation of the doctrine in the New Testament. 
1) Triunity is established upon the Old Testament 
doctrine of unity s seen in Mark 12:28-31. 
= — Suvw(Gut6.¢) S-i~4 -4-4-3B 
rear: —— Slhrin~e HA | a ne x the thi “fi 
#3 (2) seat appearance of three persons, and each one is 
called God. 
“— John 6:27--The Father is called God. 
= Hebrews Ast 8--The Son is called God. 
wa Acts 5:3-4--The Holy Spirit is called God. 
- [ » Each person is clearly distinguished from the 
other two. 
sa Matthew 3:16-17 Sate A ans i 
ws wittth- — Ya — ey i L;?pR@AVLIn — F a 
AIC’ a ravayn 
= Luke 1:35 
John 14:16,26 
John 15:26 ant lig ee ie: a “a 
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4) The unity of these three persons 1S declared 
ig showing they are not three Gods. 


John 10: 307, 17: 21--Father and Son are one 
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I Cor. 3:16--Father and Spirit are one. 
Romans 8:9--Son and Spirit are one. 


John 14:16,18,23--Father, Son, and Spirit are 
one. 


he three persons are co-equal in every way. 


Each one is called God (see #2). 


A consistent association exists between them as 
seen in Matthew 28:19 and II Cor. 13:14. 
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The Spirit knows the things of Christ and of God 
as disclosed by John 14:26; 15:26; 16:12-15; 
i Cor, 2359-53: 


Co fo 
The three appear in different orders as seen in: 


Ephesians 4:4-6 . 
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Ephesians 5:18-20 


I Cor. 12:4-6 — 
II Thess. 2:13-14 
I Peter 1:2-3 


Jude 20-21 
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6) A specific order exists among the three persons 


as_ to their work. The Father is first,..the Son 
is-second,—and the Holy Spirit is third. The Son 
is subordinate to the Father, and the Holy Spirit 


is subordinate to the Father and to the Son. 
Compare: 


Matthew 28:19 
| John 14:26 
| Johm 15:26 
| I Cor.8:6 
, Eph. 2:14-18 


Eph. 5:20 


ee 
's NOTE: The subordination is voluntary as Bere 
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d. The Practical Value of this Doctrine. 
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1) It explains the fact that God is love. 
Lonce f ~ f° leet. wae th cre lobee- to nar pUen~ 


2) It explains how Jesus could reveal God. 


3) It explains the logic of the divine plan of 
salvation. 


4) It establishes the basis for believing in a 
personal God. 
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\5) It provides the foundation for human relationships. 
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e. Some Problems related to this Doctrine. 
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1) How can God be one and three at the same time? 


The doctrine of Triunity is beyond complete human 
understanding. There is no adequate analogy in 

this world to illustrate the truth of this Biblical 
fact. Suggested illustrations lose either the 

unity of the’.Gddhead implying three Gods, or lose the 
triunity by making the Godhead one person. It is 
through faith that this truth is perceived. (Heb. 11:6) 


It is to be noted that God is one as to His being, 
and three as to His personality. The best illus- 
tration of this infinite fact is John 17:11 where 
Jesus prayed that "they may be one as we are." 


2) What is meant by the following terms as applied 
to Christ? 


Monogene (Only-begotten) 


von af aN 


Prototokos (first-begotten) 
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3) What is meant by the self-emptying of Christ as it . 
appears in Philippians 2:7? 


Wrong Views: 


NOTE: Destructive views of the person of Christ 
are as follows: 


Arianism--Christ was a created being and thus 
less than God. 


Socinianism--Christ was only a man. 


Sabellianism--Said that Christ has no real 
subsistence, and that the Holy 
Spirit was non-existent. 


i) 
rd 


i va : 
Patripassianism--The Father suffered on tne 
Cross. 


Monarchianism--Christ was a man indwelt by the 
divine Spirit exalted to the 
position of Son. 


Correct View: 


7" a 


o~ 
IV. DECREES OF GOD. 
A. Definition of Decrees. 
aA It is.to be noted that theologians:spéak:‘of; the plan of God 
as the decree of God from the standpoint that God's plan is 


one complete thought in God's mind from the very beginning. 
However, in analyzing the plan of God, theologians speak of 
the decrees of God, which are the Many aspects of the one 
decree or plan of God. 


The decrees of God have been defined in various ways. Among 
™ conservative theologians agreement exists in relating the 

decrees to the complete plan of God. Combining several dis- 

tinct facts from different sources, the following definition 
= is suggested: "The decrees embrace the eternal plan of God, 
which renders certain every past, present, and future event 
of the universe. These decrees are in accord with the direct 
and permissive will of God based upon the perfect freedom, 
wisdom, and holiness of God, and are designed to secure the 
ultimate glory of God." An analysis of this definition reveals 
the following facts: 


1. The Decrees are eternal. There is no after-thought or 
second-guessing on God's part, because they are part of' 
One perfect, comprehensive plan (Eph. 1:11; 3:11; Romans 
8:28). 


2. The Decrees encompass every event of the past, the present, 
and the future in God's universe. These events are outside 
- of God's eternal and infinite person (cf. Isa. 46:9-11; 
Dan. 4:34-35; Acts 17:26; Eph. 1:11; Rom 8:28). 


3. The decrees are fixed by the direct and permissive will of 
= God. Divine sovereignty and a human responsibility appear 
as cause and effect in rendering the certainty of the 
decrees (cf. Rom. 8:28-30; Eph. 1:11-14; Acts 13:44-48). 


4. The decreés originated in God's absolute freedom. He did 
-~ not have to decree anything (cf. Isa. 14:24-27; Eph. 1:11). 
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51 The decrees are based on God's infinite and perfect wisdom. 
Although incomprehensible, no event in God's universe is 
outside of this fact (cf. Rom. 8:28-30; 11;33-36; 12:1,2; 
and Isa. 55:8-9). 


6. The decrees are inter-locked into the holiness of God. 
Every way and work of God reflects this Biblical fact 
(Usa... 653; Ps. 22:3; 145217). 


71 The decrees are designed to bring conplete and supreme 
glory to God. This is the ultimate purpose of every 
event in the universe (Col. 1:16; Rev. 4:11; Eph. 3:20-21; 
Jude 24-25). 


8}. The decrees are perfect in thought, in structure, and in 
execution, because they evolve from the attributes of God 
whi cause God to function in a perfect way. 


Classification of Decrees. 


The decrees of God are revealed in the works of God, and these 
works are the basis for the classification of the decrees. 

As one would expect diversity of classification is evident 
among theologians; however, similarity of terminology and 
basic ideas is apparent in the framework of the classification. 
Keeping in mind the ultimate purpose of the divine decrees to 
bring complete and supreme glory to the Triune God, the fol- 
lowing is a brief and broad classification of:..them. 


1. In the angelic realm. 
- The decree to create angels (Col. 1:16; Rev. 4:11). 


b. The decree to permit the fall of certain angels 
(isa. 14:12-17; Rev. 12:3-4; 7-10). 
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The decree to aasign the good angels to serve and to 
glorify God (Isa. 6:1-7; Heb. 1:7,14; Rev. 4:19). 


The decree to consign evil angels to eternal punishment 
(Matt. 25:41; II Pet. 2:4; Jude 6; Rev. 20-10). 


the moral realm. 


. The decree to constitute Adam the representative of 
the human race (Rom. 5:12-21; I Cor. 15:22; Gen. 2:7-18). 


The decree to permit the fall of man in Adam (Gen. 
3sl=7; Rom. 32233 5:12). 


The decree to judge Satan (Gen. 3:14-15; Rom. 16:20; 
John 12:31; 16:11). 


The decree to judge Adam, Eve, mankind, and the whole 
creation (Gen. 3:16-19; Rom:. 5:12; 8:18-25; Rev. 20: 
11-15). 


the spiritual realm. 


The decree to provide salvation through Christ 
(Gen. 3:15; John 3:16; Rom. 5:6-8; I John 2:1-2). 


The decree to save Israel (Gen. 12:1-3; Jer. 31:31-34; 
Rom. 11:25-27). 


. The decree to save Jews and Gentiles as one in the 


body of Christ, the Church (Acts 15:14; Eph. 1:3-15; 
2:14-22; 3:1-12; I Cor. 12:12-13; Eph. 1:22-23); to 
commence, continue and consummate this work of salva- 


tion (Rom. 8:28-30: Phil. 1:6; Eph. 5:25-27; I John 3:2; 


D. 
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Importance of Decrees. 


Belief in the decrees is both theologically and logically 
sound. The practical values of this fact are revealed as 
follows: 


1. It reflects the principle of faith, which is a prerequisite 
for the approval and blessing of God. 


2. It repudiates every form of thinking that subjects the 
fate of man and the universe to some finite cause as 
evolutionism, naturalism, or fatalism. Such a belief 
removes forever the concept of chance, accident, or un- 
known mystery as the reason for things that happen. 


3. It encourages man to turn from finite man to the infinite 
God for salvation, strength, and sustenance, because He 
alone is adequate for every human need. 


4. It instills confidence and courage into the lives of all 
who trust the God of the universe, because He is infi- 
nitely wise, just, and good. His plan is perfect, and 
can never change or fail. 


5. It develops humility and meekness in finite man in the 
light of the greatness of the God of all creation. Man 
is led to ascribe all glory to God through a spirit of 
worship and gratitude. 


Problems of Decrees. 


The decrees of God lock history into eternity in a manner under- 
stood completely only by the infinite God. It is expected, 
therefore, that finite man will have problems in understanding 
alarm, because faith enables man to accept infinite truth, and 
to grow experientially in the understanding of it (cf. II Cor. 
5:7; Heb. 11:3,6). One should always remember that "my 
thoughts are not youg thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 
saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so are my ways higher than your ways, and my theughts than 

vaur thanahte" (Tea. S&°R-9) The followina are the main pro- 
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e different orders of the decrees. 


a. Problem explained. 


b.- Propdsed solution. 


2./The decrees nullify human freedom. 


a. Problem explained. ale 
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b. Proposed solution. 


he decrees paralyze human effort. 
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V. WORKS OF GOD. VEE Le 
A. Creation. 


The works of God execute the decrees of God. Keep in mind 
that the decrees of God comprise the total plan of God. 
To is logicall r 


a as Eternal Sprei 
relative to that Qrecreation activity 
exclusive attention upon the works of God in the realm 
of creation. Discussions of divine activity prior to the 
work of creation are of little value because they are purely 
philosophical in character. On the other hand, the phe- 
nomena Of time, space, and mass point to the fact of crea- 
tion, which provides a basis for profitable and practical 
study. 


what is meant by creation? A quick scan of books on theo- 
logy will reveal many definitions of this vital subject. 
In many cases over-simplify the meaning of this term and 
thus conceal many important facets of this complex truth. 
It is for this reason that the following definition is 
somewhat longer than most: "Creation refers to the divine 
activity of the Triune God in the beginning, which brought 
into existence the whole visible and invisible universe 
without the use of pre-existing materials through the po- 
wer of the Word of God, in accord with the perfect free- 
dom, will, and wisdom of God, and for the express purpose 
of the glory of God." The follcwing facts ace contained 
in this definition: 


1. The work of creation i i to the divi ac- 
Elvity Or tne Triuna Golo this ster ee eens 
the-fuct—that-all chines were created by God 
(Jer. 10:10-12; Acts 4:24; 17:24; Rom. 112363 Boh. 329: 
Heb. 1:10). It also discloses the fact that each 
person of the Godhead engaged distinctly in this work. 
It originated in God the Father (I Cor. 8:6); mediated 
by God the Son (John 1:3, 10; Eph. 3:9; Col. 1:16; 
Heb. 1:2, 10); completed by God the Holy: Spirit 
(Gen. 1:2; Ex. 31:1-5; Job 26:13; Psalm 104:30). 


2. The work of creation occurred in the beginning. "In 
the beginning God created the heaven and the earth” 
declares Gen. 1:1. This majestic statement reveals 


the fact of the beginning, but does not pin-point 
the date of creation. 


4. 


Bs 


6. 
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T creation brought into existence the whole 
i nd invisible universe. i all ma- 
terial and immaterial” Creatures and objects (Ex. 20:11 


Col. 1:16). There was a time when the universe did 
not exist (Ps. 90:32; John 17:5, 24; Eph. 1:4; I Pet. 
1220) « 


The work of cr i ccomplished without_t use 
of pre-existin iats. Hebrews 11:3 confirms 
this fact. It is necessary to distinguish between 
immediate and mediate creation. Immediate creation 
refers to the first act of God in the creation of the 
initial substance of the universe. Mediate creation 
denotes the subsequent acts of God which shaped and 
transformed the raw materials into their respective 
forms before the fall of Adam. 


NOTE: Since God used divine energy to create, it is 
incorrect to say that He created ek nihilo 
(i.e., out of nothing), unless by this is 
meant that He brought into existence material 
phenomena from non-existing material phenom- 


ena. 


The work of creation was r power of 
the<Word of God. Creation was a direct resurt-ef the 
spoken word of God. It was an instantaneous and per- 
fect work (Gen. 1:1-2:3; Ps. 33:6; Heb.11:3). The 
Word was filled with divine energy because it came 
from God who is the source of all energy (I John 1:5). 


The work of creation was in accord with the perfect 
fre y-wihi, i od. ere W thing 
‘outside of God which caused Him to create, but He 
acted freely in compliance with His expressed will 
based on His perfect wisdom (Ps. 148:1-8; Jer. 10:12; 
Col. L216; Rev. 4:11). eae ae 


The—wor ¢ lished for the sole 
That same motive which 
ion activated Him to carry 
out the decree (Psalm 19:1: 96:1-13; Isa. 40:26; 
43:7; Psalm 8:1; Col. 1:16; Rev. 4:11). 


, 


\* In conclusion note: 


a. We believe the information deduced from the defi- 
nition of creation demonstrates the illogic and 
untenability of atheism, agnosticism, polytheism, 
pantheism, Gualism, fatalism, evolutionism, hu- 
manism, naturalism, and every anti-monotheistic- 
supernaturalisticism. 


b. The world created in the beginning was perfect and 
in harmony with God (Gen. 1:1-2:3). The laws of 
decay and death were non-existent in that world, 
because there was no sin. 


c. The present imperfect state of the world is a re- 
sult of sin (Gen. 3:1-24; Rom. 5:12; 8:18-22). 


d. The present imperfect state of the world will con- 
tinue until the return of the Lord Jesus Christ 
(Rom. 8:18-22; Rev. 19:11-22:5). 


Yr 


The work of creation is for the glory of God. Preservation 
of creation is essential to achieve this goal. Therefore, 
the decree to preserve creation follows logically the de- 
cree to create. Preservation m ined.as : "The 


continuing work of the Triune God in maint i he co- 
hesive a fe} ee @ created universe 
with a its law roperties, and processes by e 


of the Word of God." rom this definition, observe the 
‘following : 


B. | Preservation. 


1. Preservation is a continuing wo ie ished fro 
Creation. This fact is made clear through 
the comparison of Genesis 2:2 with John 5:17. Also 
note Nehemiah 9:6. 
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2. Preservation is the continuing work of the Triune God. 
It-is-true that the Son of God-ts given the-piace of 
preeminence in this work as in creation; however, it 
is also true that the Father and the Holy Spirit are 
involved in this work (cf. Psalm 104:30; John 5:17; 
Col. 1:17; Heb. 1:3). 


3. Preservation involves the mai 


with all its laws, propertiés, 


Ollowing facts: : 


a. The molecular structure of the universe is sus~ 
tained through the work of preservation (cf. 
Col. 1:17: Heb. 1:3). Here is the explanation 
of atomic cohesiveness. 


b. The consistency of the laws of nature is a reflec- 
tion of the work of preservation (cf. Gen. 8:21-22; 
Jer. 51:16; Psalm 29:3; 104:14; 19-22, 28-30; 
148:1-6; Matt. 5:45; Acts 14: 14:17; Heb. 1:10-12). 


c. The maintenance of man's existence is based on the 
work of preservation (c. Deut. 30:19~-20; Acts 
17:28). 


d. The continuance of all things is dependent upon 
the work of preservation (Ps. 104; 145:15: Dan. 
5:23; Heb. 1:3). 


4. Eveservation. iethe cont inuing wenn oe ea aoackt 
(cf. Heb. 11:3 with 1:3). @ Same Word that brought 
the universe into existence has been sustaining the 
universe. 
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The work of preservation manifests the oye 
kindness and faithfulness of God (Psalm 36:5-9). 


The fact of the work of preservation is assumed 
by all scientific study of natural phenomena. 
It is true, however, that natural science does 
not relate this fact to the work of God. This is 
unfortunate and most regrettable, because it 
denies God the glory due to Him, and also is an 
impediment to man's progress in learning of the 
marvel of creation. 


c. The work of preservation is a very practical doc~ 
- trine to the Christian. Properly understood it 
will prove to be a source of continuing comfort 
and assurance in the midst of the confusion that 
aaa exists in the world. 


or d. Knowledge of this doctrine may be used by the 
Holy Spirit to cause the unsaved to consider 
seriously the need of salvation. This could 
=~ possibly be a stepping-stone towaid that end. 


C. Providence. 


From the etymology of this word, which means "to see in-ad- 
= Varree,." has come the idea of in providing for the 
future. But in theology the term has a special meaning 
in relation to the ultimate-end of creati It may be 
~ defined as: the continuous activity af thé Prine God 
i ing care and f j j tdi for, the 


: ical and spiritual events 
a in the universe toward their predetermined goal in accor 
é perfect pian of God." The following facts ar 


to be considered in the Study of this particular work of 
God: 


be distinguished from preservation. 


on 1. P : 
While preservation refers to the divine maintenance 
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of the cohesive and stabile structure of the whole 
universe, providence stresses the divine care in the 
coordinated, consistent movement of the whole universe 
toward its foreordained goal. 


2. As true of the work of creation and preservation, the 
work of providence is attributed to the Triune God. 
Equally true is the emphasis upon the part of the 
Son in this work (cf. Gen. 6:3; Matt. 10:29; John 
5:17; Isaiah 9:6; Heb. 1:3). 


3. The providence of God extends to every realm in the 
whole universe. Observe the following: 


a. Laws in control of the universe (Josh. 10:12-14). 


b. Control of plant life (Jonah 4:6). 


c. Control of animal life (Jonah 1:17; 4:7; Matt. 
17:27). 


d. Man's birth and his career (Jer. 1:5; Gal. 1:15- 
16). 


e. The death of man (Deut. 32:48-50; John 21:19). 


f. The needs of man (Matt. 5:45; 6:8,11,26; Acts 
14:27). 


g. 


-63- 


Guidance of God's people (Isa. 42:16: Hos. 2:6). 


Ministry of God's servants (Phil. 1:12; Eph. 3:1). 


Salvation of sinners (Acts 8:26-39: Philemon 15). 


Temptation and deliverance (I Cor. 10:13). 


Sphere of prayer (Rom. 15:30-32; Acts 21-28). 


Punishment of evil man (Acts 12:25). 


Rise and fall of nations and rulers (Job.12:23- 
25; Psa. 75:6-7; Dan. 4:17, 25; Acts 17:26). 


Trivial things and events (Esther 6:1; Matt. 
10: 29-30). 


Acts of believers (Phil. 2:12-13). 


Acts of good angels (Dan. 9:21). 
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q- Plan of salvation (Acts 2:22-23). 


r. Evil acts of man (Gen. 50:20; Psa. 76:10; John 
19:11; Acts 4:26-28). 


s. Acts of wicked spirits (Job 1:12; 2:6; I Kings 
22:19-23). 


t. The security of the believer (Psa. 121: Rom. 
Ss 282 PL Cor. 2214). 


The work of providence is performed by God through 
supernatural and miraculous acts (Isa. 37:33-36; 
Acts 2:4-11); by the laws of nature (Ex. 14:21; Psa. 
148:8); and through the freedom given to man and an- 
gels (Matt. 26:24; 3:17-18; Dan. 10:10-14; II Cor. 
4:3-4; Rom. 16:20). 


\w = 


In relation to the evil acts of man and Satan, theo- 
logians describe the work of providence as preventive 
(Gen. 20:6); permissive (Acts 14:16; Rom. 1:24) di- 
rective (Gen. 50:20; Prov. 2:1); and determinative 
or limitative (Job 1:12; II Thess. 2:7). Note Isaiah 
10:5-15. 


In conclusion note: 


a. Scripture, in speaking of the work of providence, 
at times attributes acts directly to God, which 
He merely allows to happen (cf. I Chron. 21:1 
with Ii Sam. 24:1; Job 1:12 with 1:215. 2 Caren. 
10:13-14 with 10:2-4). 
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b. The work of providence is concealed in the mind 
of God, and unless revealed in advance, cannot 
be known until the events have happened (I Cor. 
2:6-8; Rom. 11:25-36). 


c. The work of providence is a practical truth. 
An adequate understanding of this doctrine 
will enable the believer to experience the 
peace and comfort of God, and lead the believer 
to live a godly life (Psa. 4:8; 121; Phil 2: 
12-13; Rom. 8:28). 


d. The work of providence reveals the true explana- 
tion of all events in the universe. It manifests 
the inadequacy of Opposing views as partial 
providence, chance, or fatalism as an explanation 
of these events. Knowledge of this doctrine 
could also be used by the Holy Spirit to cause 
the unsaved to think seriously of the need of 
Salvation. 


rp 
ON. \ 
Salvation. 
Vast and complex is the Study of salvation. All conserva- 
tive theologians agree that redemption is the central theme 
of the Bible. Every event in Scripture is integrated 

into the revelation of the divine plan of salvation. The 
Marvel of this perfect plan is unfolded progressively from 
Genesis through Revelation. Since the study of redemp- 
tion belongs to the branch of theology called soteriology, 
the subsequent discussion will be general and restricted. 
No attempt is made to treat the various technical terms 

of the many facets involved in this subject. 


i. _S ati i friune God. It has its ori- 
gin in God the Father (John 3:16; Eph. 1:3; I Pet. 
1:2-3); mediated through God the Son (Rom. 5:1; Col. 
1:14); Accomplished in the life of the believer by 


the power of the Holy Spirit (John 3:5; Titus 3:5). 


A. 
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Because salvation is a result of the sinless life 

and substitutionary death of the Lord Jesus Christ 
preeminence is always ascribed to Him (Rom. 3:24; 
5:8; II Cor. 5:21). He is the door of salvation 
(John 10:9: 14:6), and without Him there is no salva- 
tion (Acts 4:12; 16:30-31). 


—_ 


ean 


alvation isa work which embraces the totality o 
Man--spirit, soul, and body (I Thes. 5:23). Any view 
of salvation which omits thé Body is inadequate. 
While the redemption of the body awaits the future 


(I Cor. 15:51-58), Scripture teaches that it is pre- 
sently the possession of God (I Cor. 6:13-20). 


ion i at deals with all _sin-= t, 
present,—and future (Isa. 53:5-6; II Cor. 5:21; 


I John 1:7; 2:1-2). The legal and moral effects of 


- sin have been eradicated by the death of Christ 


(Heb. 9:11-28; 10:10,14). 


Salvation is a work that has three aspects--past, pre- 


uré. Believers have been-saved (Eph. 
1:4; II Tim. 1:9); are being saved (I Cor. 1:18); 


~~, 
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and shall be saved (Rom. 5:9-10; I Pet. 1:5). Note 
also Rom. 8:28-30 and Ephesians 5:26-28. 


the spiritual blessings of Go pn. Lio; LL Pet. 
1:3; I Cor. 3:21-23). The believer lacks nothing in 
Christ (Phil 4:19; Col. 2:9-10; Rom. 8:32). 


6. alvation is a work that is eternal in duration (John 
3216; Titus 1:2). Its certainty is established in 
God (I Thes. 5:23-24; Phil 1:6; Rom. 8:28-30). 


7. Salvation is a work made available to man through © 

the preaching of the Gospel (Rom. 1:16; I Cor. 1:18- 
21; Rom. 10:13-15). It is through faith in this mes~ 
sage that sinners are regenerated by the power of the 
Holy Spirit (Rom. 10:9-10; I Cor. 15:1-2; Eph. 2:8-10). 
The Word that conveys the message of salvation also 
activates the response of faith on the part of the 
sinner (Rom. 10:17), and is the power behind the ex- 
perience of regeneration (John 6:63; James 1:18-21; 
I Peter 1:23). Salvation is truly the gift of God 
Rom. 6:23). 
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CHRISTOLOGY--THE STUDY OF CHRIST 


ABRIDGED OUTLINE 


I. ‘THE CHRIST OF ETERNITY 


A. His Preexistence. 


B. His Deity. 


II. ‘THE CHRIST OF HISTORY 


A. The Incamation of Christ. 
B. The Virgin Birth of Christ. 
Cc. ‘The Life of Christ. 


D. The Death of Christ. 


III. ‘HE CHRIST OF GLORY 


A. The Resurrection of Christ. 
B. ne Ascension of Christ. 


Cc. The Return of Christ. 


npc 


"Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me," said Jesus, "for I am meek and lowly 
in heart, and you shall find rest unto y your souls" (Matt. 11:29). Peter exhorts 
the children of God "to grow in grace and in knowledge of our Lord and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ" (II Peter 3:18). These admonitions are based on the fact that 
Jesus Christ is the sum and substance of the Christian Life (Phil. 1:21; Col. 
2:9-10; 3:1-4). He is truly the center and circumference of redemption for the 
infinite quality of eternal life is locked in Him (I John 5:9-13). 


Therefore, every born-again believer should be vitally interested in the sub- 
ject of Christology, because it opens the way to study the marvel ard majesty of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the most unique and complex Person of the universe 
as the Son of God and the Son of Man. The doctrine of Christ treats the life and 
ministry of the God-man in a comprehensive manner. It begins in eternity and moves 
throughout history and culminates in eternity. 


Philippians 2:6-11 will be used as the framework of reference for this study. 
Although concise in form, it is infinitely profound in its disclcsure of the life 
and ministry of Jesus Christ in a chronological way. It thus provides an excel- 
lent basis for a systematic study of His life that should deepen our love and 
sevotion for Him. Application of this knowledge will help us to grow in the like- 
ess of His image (II Cor. 3:18). Bearing in mind that total conformity to His 
image is the supreme goal of salvation (Romans 8:28-30; Phil. 3:20-21; I John 3:2). 


I. THE CHRIST OF ETERNITY 


"tio, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God" 
(Phil. 2:6) 


This verse opens the veil of eternity past allowing the believer to stand in 
the presence of the Godhead--Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and observe the un- 
folding of the plan of redemption. Special attention is focused upon the Son of 
God, who became the God-man to accomplish the work of salvation for mankind. 

The following distinct facts are revealed as to the Person of Jesus Christ: 


ew 


A. His Pre-existence--"Who, being in the form of God." 


In concise form the pre-existence of Christ affirms that He existed be- 
fore anything was created. It teaches that the Son of God had no begin- 


_ning. ‘The present participle, "being," emphasizes the pre-existence of 
| Christ. Now note how this fact is attested by the testimony of: 


1. John the Baptist 


John 1:15 
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2. Christ Himself 
John 6:53,5% . 
proedl P LK 


John 17:5,24 


3. The Apostles 
John L:1-2 


A) Phil. 2:5-7 
Col. 1:17 


4. The Angel of Jehovah 
Genesis 21:17 


“Eat i ode 


Judges 13:2-3 

2a i) Ls ie: 
eer Be oF as a. ene 2 ea -o- 

cf£. Judges 13:15-18 with Isa. 9:6 and Isa. 28:29 


5. ‘The Form of God 

Thr oe utente ae van 

John 4:24 Hel? “|! | 
=, a 


=912 


John 1:18 


Problems : 


His Deity——"equal with God." 


The true Church has always believed in the absolute diety of Jesus Christ 
without any reservation. As expressed by the Nicene Creed: "Christ is 
very God of very God: begotten not created: co-substantial with the 
Father." Co-substantial means that the Son is of the same substance or 
essence or being as the Father. 


Denial or qualification of this doctrine undermines completely the re- 
demptive value of Christ's death on the Cross. For it is indeed true, 
as stated by Athanasius in 325 A.D. at the Council of Nicea, "if Christ 
be not God, He cannot be our Saviour." That Jesus Christ is co-equal, 
co-existent, and co-substantial with God the Father is taught clearly 
in the Word of God. Observe the following facts which confirm this vi- 
tal doctrine: 


1. His Attributes prove His Deity. 


ee ere ances eremrenien 


Note: Attributes of personality need no discussion because Jesus 
Christ is a person that lived in history. 
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fi 
i 


Qi 


an hale v 
a. non eas ab’ attributes revealing His greatness. 


Note: Remember that these attributes exist only in God. Review 


nt 


the study on the Person of God for the meaning of these attributes. 


. 


1) Christ is self-existent. 
John 1:4 


John 14:6 


Colossians 2:9 


Matthew Te 
LBZ 


Isaiah 9:6 ‘ ae: 
el Ve ee 
ss e i 
Ce oe 
I Timothy 1:175-.. po 
é Li 4 


Nonandeice inblal 


4) Christ is ea 
eigen 0% chev aa LA wi 
Hebrews i:10-1 10-12 1" if 
J ONS. 
vi 


oon alia a Faille $¢ hy 
y as Li) _ 25th Jen 


Hebrews 13:8 
I Timothy 6:16 
—. 


oe pelle cee shaban sins spel Uh fy as 


Tw. Lagi ) 
Ce re gin a) 
Colossians 1:19) / oe 
er me RIA Ml Piya swel| 


"i /0-—Do - cure Ny a 
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Colossians 2:9-10 


a ae) ae | tH ah Th. ab-Leal) 


bd () 
6) Christ is omnip sent. 
VD Ae ul 
f° ees leo grow ren ab £ AR perth. 
AOL, Dre 588 Prob gitiers fered tight —— rt 
mm ae ely i 
Matthew 28:20 
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Christ is omiscient. 
John 6:64 

Neb EQ, Fro pet 


wwe) vet 4 i ae adds. ony 
John 16:30 


WAI a. a ‘én ke te. 


A ae fax 


Colossians 2:3 
je nee re hal Dl seg eel eseed— 
i 


Be, 
) | 


Christ is omipotent. 
eal ee pee wa TS Hu phew 


see 
nearer we faerd downy toe Son. Leb 


Philippians 3:20-21 < 
He ip le to pela zt toda a} 


Revelation 1:8 ’ 
pd ep ff HK Cu Fi Dore 


Christ is incomprehensible. 
eye Ron ee spite Tees 


Matthew 11:2 
ThA. Stes aoe Ali, Four 


KA pee +4, 


Ephesians 3:8 


_— wail © glee ohn” 


Ephesians 3:19 


“fhe leaf Jee lot. JL. pee Fun . 
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Problems: 


Sulienlinen 


b. —Mexs peat ibutes revealing His goodness 
rt “el Nog Ripe 
oe es 


Note: Remember that God relates to man through these attributes in 
a personal way. It is believed that these attributes compose the 
essence of the "image of God" in which man was created (Gen.1: 26). 

SRE te, 


“a Christ ,is Holy. 
(net get fe 


fe 


Petey habe ae ue, 


Revelation 4:8 oO 


pag A 


2) Christ is True. a 
( hilt 6 le A 


John 14:6 ; 


s gree PTF 


1 ae Te age “ta tral 


3) 


4) 


2 
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I John 5:20 : 
fue pe tn tree Gull ee ae 


Revelation 3:7 . 
Air onerteh ae TL 


to to3ge - ress x th 
— vle gta sepuvahd enfant Love. =e 


Ephesians 3:19 


T6 Pesci ap Sy tug (predieg- _ 


II Corinthians 5:14 


Po 5:3 — lee PS ek pee 


Ae Le aaa al har De feo if il | wBaeerenl- 


T John Sa 


Oey? Canim he nga t— RL 
II Timothy 4:8 
ritems— pip 
Hebrews 1:9 | Lt pit el 
Me bo | ny pen Arage— 


Christ is Faithful. 


Revelation 1:5 


Pattel voThadd 
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Revelation 3:14 
Cat hil: etter 


Revelation 19:11 ; 
Fact fr 6 tie. 


a Christ is Merciful. 


AAO | Co pesbn— a wegk Qh T fr Vedg- 


Hebrews 2:17 
pereitel * RIAA sigh. Fah 
I Timothy 2:4 


dni fF boty 
Jude 21 


OF 2ee@_ — ——- ‘i firme pL 


2. His Names prove His Deity. 


————S§ 


(w- (ok —F FR tu ge fer at laref s/C 


The names ascribed to Jesus Christ comprise undeniable evidences of 
His Deity. There is no way whatever that anyone can refute the 
clear meaning of these names. Denial of them only confirms what 
they teach so plainly. Locked into the content of these titles is 
the fact of absolute and complete Deity. 


a. Jesus is called "God". 


John 1:1 
i veg a a Sash 


John 1:18 
a becca tr Copp 
, 
John 20:28 


ign 


Romans 9:5 


Exct bhossed Frevin 


Titus 2:13 
Erett God § ov- Swyipr- “fang il 
Hebrews 1:8 “ 
Tagg tere 9 Crt py fer2ver~< 71h 
I John 5:20 
fixe g teteee GA 4 geared ie 
Jesus is called "the Son of God". . 


Matthew 16:15-17 
Matthew 26:63-64 
Matthew 27:54 
John 5:25 


NOTE: John 5:17-18 and 10:27-36 


Jesus is called "The Lord". 
RS 


Luke 2:11 


= 


d. 


gs 


John 13:13 


Romans 10:9 


Philippians 2:11 


Revelation 2:18 


NOTE: Isaiah 40:3; 45:5-6 and Matthew 3:3 


Jesus is called “The Holy One". 


Acts 3:14 


Isaiah 48:17 


Hosea 11:9 


Jesus is called “the Lord of Glory". 


Ps 4:8-10 


I Corinthians 2:8 
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f. Jesus is called "The First and the Last". 
eee senescent 


=~ Revelation 1:17 


Revelation 2:8 


. Isaiah 44:6 


Isaiah 48:12-16 


Pe g. Jesus is called “The Alpha and Omega". 
Revelation 1:8 


ae Revelation 21:6 


Revelation 22:13 


= NOTE: Revelation 22:16-19 


Problems: 


3. His Works prove His Deity. 


The works performed by Christ speak eloquently of His Deity. 


God could perform these works. 


ae 


Jesus created all things. 


John 1:3 


John 1:10 


Ephesians 3:9 


Colossians 1:16 


Revelation 4:11 


Jesus continues all things. 
Hebrews 1:3 


Colossians 1:17 


I Corinthians 10:1-4 


Revelation 1:8 


Jesus saves sinners. 


Luke 10:10 


Only 
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John 10:27-30 


Acts 16:30-31 


John 14:6 


Romans 10:9-10 


d. Jesus builds and maintains the Church. 
= Matthew 16:18 


i aaten | Ephesians 4:7-16 


Ephesians 5:25-27 


Revelation 2:1 


Revelation 22:1 


e. Jesus is the great High Priest. 
Hebrews 4:14-16 


toss Hebrews 7:25 


g. 
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I Timothy 2:5-6 


Romans 8:34 


I John 2:1-2 


Jesus will raise the dead. 


John 5:2] 


John 5:25-29 


John 11:24-26 


I Corinthians 15:20-22 


Jesus will judge the world. 
John 5:22,27 


Acts 17:30-31 


Matthew 25:31~46 


II Corinthians 5:10 


II Timothy 4:1 
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4. His Claims prove His Deity. 
No mere human could make the claims of Christ without being judged 
a liar or insane by all. Astronomical in dimension, these claims 
supported by His life and ministry declare the fact of His Deity 
in a clear and certain manner. 


Jesus claimed equality with the Father. 


= John 14:1 


John 14:23 Fm lek me He tN bop 
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i" Note: John 5:17-18 
> X b. Jesus claimed to be the adequate source of every need. 


| Matthew 11:27 Krk ~«,) THX, 


John 14:6 ed 4+ Th \ yy 


ene teres. Lh a oa Z 
a KES NAS A Stop Lt 


ye. 
John 10:7-9 — S<b zt te 


SAE 


John 8:12 Usk f 1k a" 


AA — : } 
John 7:37, | V-LEL- ¢ Cl (2 
~ 


ord PLS 


John 6:35,51 
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Matthew 11:28-30 
John 10:11 oop dlegecR ra 
John 10:28-30 gro A erty 4 
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John 11:25-56 


Matthew 15:25-28 Sur - pret Binns Let 
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Worship belongs exclusively to God. 
ep oy 


relation ants HWA, a aa | 


Acts 10:25-56 ~ far~\\umSy ‘dex 
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Matthew 4:8-10 1, ‘2h yas » degre 


Acts 12:21-23 Neig 4 rth [fry 


NOTE: As God, Jesus Christ: 


demanded worshi HOhn 5:23); hab Soy re (Agi 
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will be worshipped by all--(Philippians 2:10-11). 


Jesus claimed absolute authority over divine laws. 


Matthew 12:6 ~K_ Le Yighh — las Sir 
Matthew 12:8 


Matthew 5:31-34, 38-39 yf (ky 
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= 5. His Influence proves His Deity 


The life and ministry of Jesus Christ has produced a lasting 
influence upon the world. Since His unique birth some nineteen 

ri hundred years ago, millions of lives have been transformed by 
the power of the Gospel, and every aspect of society has experi- 
enced in some way the revolutionizing impact of His life and 

- teachings. No other individual or collective group has ever 
borne a similar influence upon mankind in even a slight or re- 
mote way. 


In a definite sense, the whole course of history has been shaped 
and molded by the life of Jesus Christ. This phenomenal fact 
argues decisively for His claim of Deity, because such could 

— not be true if He were less than God. ‘The thrust of Christ's 
redemptive ministry upon man living in a secular world is re- 
vealed through the remarkable history of the Church. 


a. The Apostolic Church (30-100 A.D.). 
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b. The Pre-Nicean Church (100-325 A.D.). 
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dg. The Pre-Reformation Church (500-1500 A.D.). 
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e. The Reformation Church (1500-1700 A.D.). 
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CONCLUSION: 


The Lord Jesus Christ is the full, final and perfect revelation of God, 
because He is God (Col. 1:15; 2:4; Heb. 1:3). Figuratively speaking He 
is the: 


1. Divine Telescope through whom we see the majesty and magnitude of 
God's greatness and goodness in a grand and eloquent manner through 
His divine attributes. 


2. Divine Microscope through whom we can see the marvel of God's great- 
ness and goodness through His divine attributes in a precise and 
detailed order. 


3. Divine Stereoscope through whom we can see the genius of God's 
Person and Plan. The intricate and infinite dimension of divine 
truth in all its relationships is disclosed in a coordinated, inte- 
grated, balanced, and harmonious form through the life and ministry 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


In the light of these astronomical facts, we are constrained to say, 
"To God, only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ forever, Amen" 
(Romans 16:27). 


II. ‘THE CHRIST OF HISTORY 


"But made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant, 
and was made in the likeness of men; and being found in fashion as a man, He 
humbled Himself and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross" 
(Phil 2:7-8). 


cked in j 

tion to the Cross. Di in understanding the Theanthropic (i.e. di 
h rson of Christ is natural since this concept is infinitely profound. 
Intellectual frustration is eliminated by keeping in mind that divine truth 
is received and experienced by faith, not by feelings or intellect (Heb. 11:3, 
6; II Cor. 5:7). For it is through this means that the believer continues 

to grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ (II Peter 3:18). 
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1. Thel rmanent, but the others were temporary. 


There was no change in His Divine Essence. 


retenef}! Reson of 4 Z or isrifer mat 


5. The purpose of the Incarnation. 


ae (John 1:14,18) . 
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El To enable God to die to save sinners (Heb. 1:14). 
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To allow God to experience humanity (H 4:15). 
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d./ To permit God to reveal ideal humanity (I Peter 2:21). 
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B. ‘the Virgin Birth Of Christ--"But made Himself of no reputation”. 

The Supernatural Conception and Virgin Birth are presupposed in the 
self-emptying of Jesus Christ. For the full meaning of this act could 
not become a reality apart from His unique entrance into history through 
the supernatural conception and virgin birth. 

1. ‘The Virgin Birth in Old Testament prophecy. 
a. Genesis 3:15 with I Timothy 2:12-15 


jb. Isaiah 7:14 


c. Jeremiah 31:22 


-—— 
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a. Isaiah 53:2 


eee ees eee 


a. Matthew 1:18-25 


b. Luke 1:26-38 


c. Luke 2:48-49 (Implied) 


d. John 6:30-51 (Implied) 


== 


e. John 8:14,23,39-48 (Implied) 


3. Problems related to the Virgin Birth. 


—— 


<< eeeee 
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b. The two genealogies in Matthew and Luke. 


c. The verses referring to Joseph as the father of Jesus. 


ee 


—— 


a 


d. Alleged virgin births in heathen mythology. 


e. Objection to the biological miracle 


4, The Importance of the Virgin 
It confirms the Word of God. 


ae 
- a 


b. It affirms the sinlessness of Jesus Christ. 


ee 


c. It complements the Supernatural conception. 
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d. It protects the character of Jesus an 


C. THE LIFE OF CHRIST 


"And took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of 
men; and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross." 


The full meaning of these brief statements is revealed in the gospels 
which unfold the life of Christ in detail from conception to ascension. 

- It is thus essential to study the gospels to secure a complete picture 
of the life of Christ. What follows is a concise survey of that material. 


— alls The Humanity of Christ. 

Was Christ truly human? Was He a real man? ‘he false theories of 
Apollinarianism, stating that the humanity of Jesus was incomplete, 
and that of Doketism, teaching that the humanity of Jesus was unreal, 


are Still with us in some form today. ‘That the humanity of Christ 
_Was genuine is supported by the following facts: 


| y iN He grew and developed as a human being. 
——— 
¥ 1) His prenatal period (Luke 2:5). 
a, ae 


2) His babyhood (Luke 2:12,21-24). 


3) His childhood (Luke 2:40-50). 
Dees 
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~ 
4) His manhood (Luke 2:52). 
2 & He had the essential elements of a human being, body, soul, 
and spirit (I Thess. 5:23). 
on aes 
1) Body (John 2:21). 
ae 
2) Soul (John 12:27). 
—_——— ow 
- 
ea 3) Spirit (Luke 23:46). 
SSS, 


/ 


c. | He possessed the necessary characteristics of a human being. 


1) “Human emotions (Isa. 53:2; Mk. 3:5; John 11:35; 12:27; 
13:23; Matt. 26:36-44). 


: ON, lay) 


- 2) Human appetites (Matt. 4:2; 8:24; John 4:7; 19:28). 
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3) Human limitations (John 4:6; Luke 22:43; Heb. 5:8). 
4) Human appearance (Matt. 13:55-56; John 4:9). 
5) Human sufferings (Heb. 4:15). 


/ 
(/a) He had titles that refer to a human being. 


1) Man (Gobn Giddy I Cor. 15:21; I Tim. 2:5). 
2) Son of man (John 5:27). 

3) Son of Mary (Mark 6:3). 

4) Son of Abraham (Matt. 1:1). 


5) Son of David (Matt. 1:1; 9:27; 21:9). 
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He is described in ways that can only speak of a human being. 


1) Jesus was a partaker of flesh and blood (Heb. 2314). 


2) Jesus was made of the seed of David according to the flesh 
(Rom. 1:3). 


n 
aN 3) Jesus was of Israel according to the flesh (Rom. 9:5). 


4) Jesus was of the fruit of David's loins according to the 
flesh (Acts 2:30). 


5) Jesus was of the tribe of Judah (Heb. 7:14). 


NOTE: In affirming the true humanity of Christ, it is necessary 
to stress that He was uniquely different to all men by virtue 
of His sinlessness. He entered this world as the holy child of 
CArr God (Luke 1:35; II Cor. 5:21; Heb. 4:15). His humanity was tru~ 
Vi horn, ~ ly nouman from this standpoint, for sin in man is an abnommal- 
»%” ity and is not an essential part of human nature. 


Concluding Notes on the Person of Christ: 
1. ‘The Bible teaches clearly that Christ is both true God and true man. 
He is the Theanthropic Person--the God-man. 
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The God-man concept is the great mystery of the Christian faith 
(Matt. 11:27; I Tim. 3:16), yet believers are encouraged to study 
this mystery (Matt. 11:29; Phil 3:8-10; Col. 2:2-3). 


The person of Christ always appears as one person in the role of the 
God-man (John 8:18,23,58; 16:7). Never separate His divine person 
from His human person (Heb. 13:8; I Cor. 15:47). ‘The person of 
Christ is an indivisible unity. 


The person of Christ is one person with two natures that operate 
distinctly from each other without conflict or confusion. (Rom. 
1:3-4; 9:5). 


The union of the two natures in Christ made it possible for one per- 
son to be the mediator between God and man (Job 9:32-33; Heb. 4: 
14-16; 7:25), because it enabled Him to fulfill all the demands 
for salvation (Heb. 2:17-18). 


The Council of Chalcedon in 451 A.D. refuted the heresies of Nes- 
torianism, which divided the person of Christ, and Eutychianism, 
which confused the two natures of Christ, by affirming: 


He is one Christ, existing in two natures without 
mixture, without division, without separation; the 
diversity of the natures not being destroyed by 
their union in the one person; but the peculiar 
properties of each nature being preserved and con- 
curring to the One Person. 


This ancient and unique statement guards against the basic errors 
of dividing the Person of Christ or confounding the natures of 
Christ. 


The Ministry of Christ. 


Jesus said that "the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many" (Matt. 
20:28). Christ was divinely ordained to be the Servant of Jehovah 
(Isa. 52:13), for this cause "He took upon Himself the form of a 
servant" (Phil. 2:7). He thus performed His ministry that lasted 
three to four years in the lowly position of a doulos—bond servant. 
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( .) His Baptism--the public announcement of His ministry 
*. (Mate. 3:13-17). ——__- 


1), The circumstances of the baptism, (13-14). 


Epow 
2) The explanation of the baptism, (15). : 
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Er~| rr . His Testing--the spiritual conflict precedin g His ministry 
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3) The results of the conflict, (11). 


c. His Teaching--the substance of His ministry (Matt. 5:1-7:29; 


13:1-58; 23:37-25:46) . 


1) ‘The sermon on the Mount--umfolding the creed, character 
and conduct of His followers (5:1-7: pa 
expec - 
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2) The mysteries of the Kingdom—explaining the form of the 
age | during the present age (13:1-58). 
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to His return (23:37-25:46) . 
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dad. His Miracles--the credentials of His ministry (Matt. 8:1-9:38). 
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14 
tJ In the natural realm--showing He is the Lord of nature 
(8:23-27) . 


\ 2) In the physical realm--showing He is the Creator of the 
body (8:1-17, 9:1-35). 


(3) In the metaphysical realm--showing He is the Ruler of 
: the spiritual world (8:28-34). 


3. The Death of Christ. 


Kuve 


} To every other person in history death denotes defeat and failure, 


but for Christ it meant victory and success. He is the only man who 
could say truthfully at the moment of death, "It is finished" 

(John 19:30), for indeed He had finished the work which was given 
to Him by the Father (John 17:1-5). His death thus climaxed a 
successful career as the Servant of Jehovah. It was the final link 


in the chain of His redemptive life. 


a. His Arrest--betrayed by a kiss (Matt. 26:1-56). 
“The ke Stew ——s 
1) ‘The Last Supper (17-34). 
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2) ‘The Agony in Gethsemane (36-46) 


—— 
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3) The Betrayal by Judas (47-56) 
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His Trial--a mockery of justice (Matt. 26:57-27:26). 
p MOCKERY OF DEG 
——- = Poker’) Mhidy C 1) Before Annas, Caiaphas, and the Sanhedrin (John 18:12-24; 
ca alia ‘Matt. 26:57-27:1). 
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Before Pilate ae i 2,11-14; Luke 23:1-5). 
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Before Herod (Luke 23:6-12) 
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4) Before Pilate (Matt. 27:15-26). 
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His Crucifixion--the God-man dies as a lowly criminal 


= ‘4 FeOING Matt. 27:27-56). 
Su a ee camel 
Sf UAT; 1) The humiliation of Christ caused by the soldiers (27-32). 
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3) The events following His deat (51-56) . \ 
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D His Burial--in the tomb of a rich man (Gate: 27:57-61). 
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1) ‘The Pallbearers (Matt.27:57-59, John I9:38-40). 
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- On the day of His return to heaven, Jesus said to His disciples, “But you 

shall receive power, after the Holy Spirit is come upon you; .. ." (Acts 1:8). 

The ministry of the Holy Spirit is the dynamo of the Christian life. He 

commences that life through regeneration, and continues that life thraugh 

sanctification, and will consummate that life through glorification. ‘Therefcre, 

a correct understanding and application of the Person and ministry of the 

Holy Spirit is an indispensable pre-requisite for a healthy and normal ex- 

a perience as a Christian. For it is only through the empcwerment of the Holy 
Spixit that the believer can experience the 2bimdant life promised by Jesus 
(JOhn 10:10). ‘Thus, the vital importance of this study. 


I, THE PERSONALITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 
——— —_————ea_,_vxv—-———— = 


That the HOly Spirit is a Person is taught clearly in the Word of God. Note 
the following facts: 


= y A. He has all the] 


Le | He has life. 
— 


- John 7:37-39 
ss Romans 8:2 
a II Corinthians 3:3 
i ee ee 
2. } He has intelligence. 
— —— 
John 14:26 
“~ 


a Romans 8:26-27 
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I Corinthians 2:11 


3. He has purpose. 
Isaiah 11:2 


John 16:12-15 


I Corinthians 12:11 


4. He is active. 


John 16:8 


I Corinthians 2:13 


Romans 8:26 


5. He is free. 
——— 


I Corinthians 12:11 
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II Corinthians 3:17 


John 14:17; 15:26, cf. John 8:32,36 


6. He is self-conscious. 


I Corinthians 2:11 


Ephesians 4:30 


John 16:13 


7. He has shies a 


Romans 15:30 


Ephesians 4:30 


Acts 5:3 
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NOTE:} If the Holy Spirit were a mere power or non-personal entity, He 
could never be described as possessing these traits. Truly, 
He is a Person. 


John 14:16-17 
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John 14:26 | 


John 16:7-8, 12-15 


C. He is linked with the Father and the Son. 
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Matthew 28:19 | 
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John 14:17-18, 20,23 
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NOTE; ‘The Holy Spirit is the very essence of personality. Human person- 
= ality resides in man's spirit (Romans 8:5-10,16). 


@) THE DEITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 
aN CA) He is called "God." 
Acts 5:3-4 
oa : =< 

3 (s.) He possesses divine attributes. 

Psalm 139:7-10 
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Luke 1:35 
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I Corinthians 2:10-11 
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C. /He performs divine acts. 


_ TF 
Psalm 33:6 (Creation) 
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John 3:3,5 (Regeneration) 
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I Peter 1:2 (Sanctification) 
ees 


Romans 8:11 (Resurrection) 


 ietinsiah eee eee 


II Timothy 3:16 (Insviration) 
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Matthew 3:16-4:21 
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Luke 4:14,18 
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John 3:34 


SRibud iv — Yo ~xe441e 


—— —EEE = a a 
NOTE:/ Since Jesus was Godin the flesh, it follows logically that the 
Holy Spirit was also God, for only Deity could fill, control, 
and empower the life of the God-man. A lesser Person could never 
have accomplished this supematural feat. 


oe / 
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III. THE MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 
Or 


Divexse and complex is the work of the Holy Spirit. As the Third Person of the 
Godhead, He has been actively involved in the divine program from its very 
inception. Observe the following facets of His varied ministry: 


A, His work in Creation. 
1. He assisted in the work of creation. 


Genesis 1:1-2 
aa eS 
prot Psalm 33:6 
| Job 33:4 
Job 26:13 


2. He is active in the realm of nature. 


Psalm 104:29- 3 


Pes igy 


Isaiah 32:15 


Isaiah 40:7 
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Ezekiel 1:4,12,20-21 


— ——— 


1. He is the Author of Scripture. 


eer 


II Samuel 23:1-2 
John 16:12-13 


I Peter 1:10-11 


II Peter 1:21 


2. He is the Interpreter of Scripture. 


. —<——— ee eee 
II Corinthians 2:9-13 
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se Ephesians 1:17-18 


I John 2:27 


Revelation 2:7,11,17,29; 3:6,13,22 


N 


C. Ke work relative to Jesus Christ. 


ee 


™ 1. _He conceived Christ in Mary. 
Matthew 1:20 


aE Luke 1:34-35 


| 2. He empowered the ministry of Christ 
peaches aaa 


Isaiah 11:1-4 
\ Isaiah 61:1-2 


Matthew 3:16-4:1 
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Matthew 12:28 
Luke 4:14 
| Acts 10:38 


3. He was involved in. the Ceath of Christ. 


| ‘e Hebrews 9:14 


4. He raised Christ from the dead. 


| ( Romans 8:1) 


| € Corinthians sia 


Christ as God-man upon the earth. His life, as a servant, 


NOTE: The Holy Spirit controlled the life and ministry of Jesus 
was under the complete guidance and power of the Holy Spirit. 


a aS, 
ak ee 
KN His work in the Old Testament. ~ 


=e s a a 
= ie He performed the work of conviction. 


= (i= 
Gan -6°5 

pial. +30 

Ack $35 | 

Aub. 3! 4-9 

rep is, “TO eedoral-p) 


ih 27 28 — 

“le Gs -t0 ~ Sd 
| Saye. 0:6 rool 
[se 6:13 ~ Dard 


a. 
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Ca.) endowed with physical and moral strength. 
— 
Judges 14:5-6 4 —~70ina. 7 tl Linn 


‘ a 5 
Judges 15:14-15 Selah ¢ te ttl stley 
II Chronicles 24:20-22 =, Zacher 


_ } He controlled artistic workmanship. 


Exodus 31:1-5 


Beall ~chafna # April 


II Samuel 23:1-2 


c= Det ¢ te erp 


@e empowered for preaching and the writing of Scripture. 
— Numbers 24:1-2 
Bal 
i VE fe 
oe 


Ezekiel 11:5, 24-25 (cf. 8:5) 


II Peter 1:20-21 
a 
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NOTE:| Certain aspects of the ministry of the Holy Spirit in the 
Old Testament were: 


Ls Bestowed{ only) upon selected persons. 
—_ eQVOMmocoo 


} 
| 
. 
2. Not always given to those who were morally and spiritually 

pure (cf. Samssf, Samson, Balaam) <-——~___ ~~ 
| 


| 3. Not always permanent (cf. I Samuel 16:14; Psalm 51:11; 
Jam i4eL7), es 


NOTE: The distinction between the work of the Holy Spirit before 
and after the Cross of Christ is evident in these facts. 


E. His work in the age of Grace. 


V—— es eee 


In keeping with the fact of the vesSive revelation of the Person 
|| and Plan of God, the work of the Holy Spirit during the Old Testament 
period was limited and ely partial. But during this Dispensation 
of Grace, which began on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2) and will eect 
the Rapture of the Church (I thess. 4:13-18), the complete ministry of 
the Holy Spirit is extended to every borragain believer on the basis of 
the death, burial, resurrection, and S8cenSion of the Lerd Jesus Christ. 


1. His Ministry in the Church. 


$. a.( He began the Church) 


Acts 2:1-4 


I Cor. 12:13 


# (22 = 


B Le 
bec tre Church 
Ege ae a) 
Cent Gs? eo 


b. tied tu chr 
EA 1sZ2e 
cpr 4's 
\ Co Si teel4 


i met [at 1 


2 
ee es 
~Dda '& — 
Acka 423-3) 
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- Acts 13:44-52 


Acts 9:30-31 


ay He controls the — 


Acts 6:1-8 
| 
sg | Acts 10:19-20 
“— 
Acts 13:1-4 


5 Sept i aL, gL¢ Beri ,bir- 


| Acts 15:28 
Acts 16:6-7 


Acts 20:28 
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2. His ministry in the born-again believer. 


Several of the following works of the Holy Spirit will be discussed 
in some detail under the study of Soteriology since they are locked 
in the content of salvation. 


Pre-conversion ministry—enlightenment and conviction. 


buick 2% yl. — Obe dorip 


I Cor. 12:3 


John 16:7-11 
a 


ee: waft ca nct (ru. sf ristleo WT 
Ce ses ¥ oH, tT igh coe, 


Hebrews 10:29 


Regeneration~-believer becomes a child of God, and receives 
the whole content of salvation. 


John 3:5 


Titus 3:5 


I Peter 1:23 
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= Col. 2:9-10 


C. Indwelling--permanent presence of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
= at regeneration. 


Romans 5:5 


Romans 8:9-11 


ao, I Cor. 6:19-20 
- John 14:17,23 
| => 
= | 
(4 Baptism--places the believer into the body of Christ, the true 
= Church at regeneration. 


I Cor.. 12:12-13 


a7 Od. apie! “p I — tad 


Gal. 3:27 


Romans 633-5 
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Romans 8:1-4 


Sealing--speaks of divine ownership and the security of the 
believer at regeneration. 


Ephesians 1:13-14 


Md rhe Ephesians 4:30 
II Cor. 1:22 
II Tim 2:19 


£,| Gifts--every believer receives a gift or gifts at the time of 
© } regeneration. 


L.Gox., 12311 
ee 


\ Romans 12:3-8 
\ — 


Ephesians 4:7-16 
ew 
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oy er Acts 2:4 


” NCA ) 


Acts 6:3; 7:55 


Acts 9:17 


) odehict Th 


en o-| reaertaacomanes the Alling ministry of the Hol 1 at fe oy 


Acts 4:8 


Acts 4:29-31 


S Acts 13:9-12 
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[ i) smeriti Sanctifi ce Sen estes at regeneration and continues wntil 


glorification. selelte: f , rs 


Romans 8:5-17 

Galatians 5:16-26 

II Thess. 2:13 | 
I Peter 1:2 


V 


e. \ teaching ching--a continuing ministry from the moment of regeneration. 


Jchn 14:24 
Eph. 1:17-18 
I Cor. 2:9-13 


I John 2:20-27 
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f 


Sut. &) Praying--a continuing ministry from the time of regeneration. 


Romans 8:26-27 A ln A. — Ov 


Ephesians 2:13 


/ 
bin 
a Ephesians 6:18 


ec Romans 15:30 
- 
1.| Resurrection--believers shall receive a resurrected and glori- 
o \ fied body by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Romans 8:11 
x \ 
Romans 8:23 
= I Cor. 15:44-46 


= Phil. 3:20-21 
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aaa 


wine NOTE: The complete work of the Holy Spirit is received by faith at 

the time of salvation. His diversified ministry is con- 

tained in the content of regeneration which is unfolded 

_ progressively through the experience of sanctification. 
Awareness of this fact is determined by the degree one 
grows in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ. 


It is also to be observed that the regeneration, baptism, 
sealing, indwelling, and gift ministries of the Holy Spirit 
are immediate, once-for-all experiences that can never be 

oe Changed. On the other hand, the filling, empowering, 

sanctifying, teaching, and praying ministries of the Holy 
Spirit can be disrupted and rendered inoperative by sin. 

- The effective continuation of these works depends upon 

the believer living by faith and walking in Christ 
(II Cor. 5:7; Col. 2:6; Rom. 13:14). True confession of 

sin will always restore these ministries (I John 1:7,9). 


F. His work in the Tribulation Period/ 
What is believed about the ministry of the Holy Spirit diring this period 
| will be determined by one's view on the rapture of the Church. Among 
| scholars holding to the pre-millennial return of Jesus Christ are two 
main views as to the time of the rapture, the pre-tribulation rapture and 
the post-tribulation rapture. The first teaches that the Church, the 
Body of Christ, will be completed and removed from the earth before the 
seven year period of tribulation, while the second maintains that the 
Church will go through the tribulation period. 


Thus, two views as to the ministry of the Holy Spirit evolve from the two 
positions on the rapture. Post-trib rapturists see no change in His 

work, which began on the Day of Pentecost. He will continue to perform 

= the same ministry to the end of the tribulation period. Pre-trib rap- 
turists, however, teach that the work of the Holy Spirit in the Body of 
Christ will terminate at the rapture. In addition to His overall ministry 
in overseeing the total building of the Church from Pentecost to the 
Rapture, this means that the baptismal ministry will cease at that tine, 
and the gift ministry will be somewhat changed. 


= From the Book of Revelation, several facts can be ascertained as to the 
Person and work of the Holy Spirit during this age and the future age. 
Note the following: 


1. He is mentioned first in 1:4 as "The seven spirits who are before 
his throne." 
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2. He appears at the end of the messages to the seven churches in Asia 
in the form of an invitation and warning, "He that hath an ear, 
let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches" (275 lds, 
Liz 297-326,13;,22) » 


5 ; 


f 


at 


3. From 4:1-19:21, which is believed to be referring to the future 
Day of the Lord beginning with the tribulation period of seven 
years, the Holy Spirit is not seen working in the Church. One men- 
tion is made of the Holy Spirit in reference to those who die in 
the Lord in 14:13, and the others are in connection with John and 
the visions that he saw (4:2; 17:3). 


4, The next mention of the Holy Spirit is in 21:10 in connection with 
John who is privileged to see the holy Jerusalem in the framework 
of the new heaven and the new earth. 


S- The last reference to the Holy Spirit is in 21:17 where the final 
invitation is extended to all to receive salvation. 
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NOTE: ‘That the Holy Spirit will be performing the ministry of sal- 
vation during the tribulation period is clear from such 
passages as Revelation 6:9-11, 7:9-17, 12:17, 14:13, 16:6, 
15 and 18:4,24. 


se 


Called the "Golden Age" in human history, this final period will witness 
an outpouring of the Holy Spirit similar to that on the Day of Pentecost. 
It will be then that Israel will be saved as a nation and God will ful- 
fill all the promises made to her in the covenants of the Old Testament 
(Gen. 12:1-3; Devt. 29:1-30:10; II Sam. 7:12-17; Jer. 31:31-34). ‘The 
following Scriptures pertain to this study: 


1. C£. Joel 2:28-32 with Acts 2:15-21 


td 


2. Zech. 12:10; 14:4 with Isa. 66:8 and Ro. 11:25-27 


3. Jer. 31:31-34 with Hebrews 8:6-13 


-143- 


a NOTE: ‘That the Holy Spirit will ccntinue to operate throughout the 
endless ages of eternity is affimmed by the fact that Godwill / 
dwell with all believers in the new heaven and new earth (Rev. | 


ms 21: 1-3) . Observe the mention of the Spirit in Rev. 21:10 and 


"Wherefore, as the Holy Spirit saith, Today if you will hear his voice, harden 
a not your hearts..." (Heb. 3:7-8). 


This solemn admonition speaks clearly to all to heed the voice of the Holy 
_ Spirit as He speaks through the Word of God. Sin against Him is of eternal 
consequence because salvation depends upon His all-comprehensive ministry. 
Therefore, "he that has an ear let him hear what the Spirit says unto the 
churches (Rev. 2:7,11,17,29; 3:16,13,22). 


A. Sins committed by Unbelievers. : 


Sy een kao 5 
a Resisting the Spirit--(Acts 7:51). 
ee ee —_—_———_——— 
2 | cgpohilc ta? 
= ge 


——- 


oe, 


&) Despising the Spirit-- (Heb. 10:29) . 
mine ee 


treet of ariel 4 Adel 


3.) Blaspheming the Spirit--(Luke 12:10). 


NOTE: 
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When a man reaches this point in sinning against the Holy Spirit, 
there is no hope. That one has entered into no man's land from 
which there: is no return (Heb. 2:3 and 10:31). Etemal damnation 
awaits that person. 


B. Sins committed by Pelievers. 


1. Lying to the Spirit-=(Acts 5:3). 


SS 


Psi gh 


2. Quenching the Spirit-- a . 
Bi ee eel 


NOTE: 


4 AG PM ee. Pree 


While believers cannot commit the unpardonable sin, it seems they 
can reach a stage of hardness that will render them dull of 
hearing and insensitive to the Holy Spirit's ministry (Heb. 
5:11-14). This is a perilous state because it may result in 
the sin unto death, which will result in the loss of all re- 
wards at the Judgment Seat of Christ (II Cor. 5:10; I Cor. 
3:9-17). All Christians should view this judgment with ut- 
most seriousness. It should not be treated lightly (II Cor. 
5:10-11). 


“04 \A EDUTO El yw / Con 
A. The Incarnation of Christ--"But made Himself of no reputation." 


This statement is one of many references to the Incarnation of 
Christ. It is translated literally, "But Himself He emptied.” 


1. ‘The Meaning of the carnation. 
nd oH 
4 2 ar’ atrtdimnte em cheat Ths, 2 pa S 


< 
quel th bee ~~ ight fled ) 
2. ‘The many expressions which describe the Incarnation. 


" so ee poh 
Matthew l:1l~ tw bev. - - 
Dadi tn Yea 


Matthew 20:28 (ortey ate ThA Se —_ A 


Se Reyne se {RC Ae SrdGl 

John 1:14 LoD Cer sale I 

Jomn 3:13 Wu te Cure bo fb— ev 

John 3:17 Gr He vot He So cB i war €0 
Persie, “Wise. why? 

“CB corinthians 15:47--4_ pu te ed fe~ 


Kee 
Ral “Lcorinthians @8-f ue Heme for 


Galatians 4:4 - a2 pe Lot. thik oi~ te 


_ Romans 1:3— Heo wih a Lee weed Da bo 


— ie 


mH fe 


Hebrews 2:17 4) behayl’ He— © = 


m . 


3. The means of the Incamation. 


—_— ee 


\ His Supernatural Conception. 


k e Matthew A inert ma di —" goa Pd fh be. 


@ A, Ce 
Luke 1:35 


b, |\His Virgin Birth. 


7 d Matthew 1:18,23 wal 
wn ao WAL a iT, 


Oi is sll | ee Geum 
gg 


Luke 1:27,3 


Nes changed His position-~-from being equal with God to that of 


‘ith M4 
is . ‘The oe at ae ees Bis Christ. 


Cul a servant. 
aN Philippians 2:6-7 Ferotth, 
==. ais 
a 
reer Matthew 20:26-28 
Ses 


4 aa 


=< 


Tei re ae ee lling place--f heaven to earth, 
@ HO r~nX mc p ey acd \ 


John 3:31 = ty zbapl ope 


John 6:38,51 


e) It changed His inheritance--from riches to poverty. 


—— Pit ee 


Luke 2:12; 9:58 


II Corinthians 8:9 és 
* Thrsth Po wer— MOA fie- US been, 
ane ae oe 


Su Wis we nd ALS | 


It changed His glory--from revealed to concealed glory. 
22h A ina 


AL 


John 17:5 
John 1:10 


| It changed His form—from the "form of God" to the likeness 
of men." ———"—" 7 


shipping 2:6-7 foe Ai gelP a Sar. yO 
TAL Metin Klotoaae aoa 


AeL* 


I John 1:1-2,14 
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2) The Cemetary (Matt. 27:60; John 19:41-42). 
4; ; : 
wu [(nW45 ha pele eee SO 


i Threw lie dil peo ox Sted am 


3) The Mourners (Matt. 27:51; Mark 15:47). 


bi6f_- 
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™ 1. \ The Death of Christ is the central theme of Scripture. It 
was anticipated and foretold through prophecy, symbol, 
ae types, ritualism and the ministry of the priesthood under 
= law in the Old Testment (Luke 24:25-27; 44-63: Heb. 10: 


1-10), while the New Testament is the fulfilment of the Old 
Testament and thus reveals the interpretation of His death 


= as to its redemptive meaning (Rom. 5:1-11; Heb. 9:11-15; 
I John 2:1-2; 4:10). Truly, the death of Christ is the 
/ heart-beat of the Bible. It is the unifying truth of Scrip- 
L ture. 
=m ——— 


2. ‘The Death of Christ is the most comprehensive event in his- 

- tory embracing the past, present, and future in its scope. 
It stands as the majestic monument of God's grace and 
mercy, and will be remembered and cherished throughout 


sais all eternity in the new heavens and new earth (Rev. 21 and 
2a) « 
‘ 3. |The Death of Christ has reconciled the world to God (II Cor. 


5:19). It has affected the whole universe, for nothing 
is the same in heaven, upon the earth, and under the 
- earth since the Cross (Col. 1:19-20; Heb. 9:22-23). 
Indeed: the infinite magnitude of Calvary overwhelms the 
human mind. 
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4, The Death of Christ is the greatest moral force in the 
universe. For the power that emanates from the cross 
lifts men from the depth and degradation of sin to the 
height and holiness of God by transforming them into new 
creatures (Rom. 1:16; II Cor. 5:17). It is the only power 
that can change a sinner into a saint. 


5. | The Death of Christ has vindicated the righteousness of 
God. It refutes every argument against the doctrine of 
salvation by faith (Rom. 3:21-31), and extols the wisdom 


of God as it exposes the foolishness of man (I Cor.1:17-31). 


6. ‘The Death of Christ is the ground of divine goodness and 
benevolence, for all the benefits of salvation flow from 
the redemptive value of the Cross (Rom. 8:31-39). The sum 
and substance of regeneration, justification, sanctifica- 
tion, adoption, and reconciliation are the effects of 
Calvary. To be sure, salvation in its commencement, con- 
tinuation, and consummation is a direct result of the 
death of Christ (John 3:14-17). 


7. | Truly, the Cross of Christ stands in the center of history 
as the unfailing and irrefutable witness ot the greatness 
and goodness of Almighty God (Revelation 5:11-12). It 
towers majestically above the universe displaying the glory 
and grace of JeSus Christ, the God-man (Rev. 7:9-17). 


III. ‘TE CHRIST OF GLORY 


"Wherefore, God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is 
above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things 
in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth, and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God, the 
Father" (Phil. 2:9-11). 


Having completed the work of redemption, the God-man has been exalted to the 
highest possible position in the universe by God the Father in response to the 
request of Christ, "I have glorified thee on the earth; I have finished the 
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work which thou gavest me to do. And now, O Father, glorify thou me with 
thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was" 

- (John 17: 4-5). When Christ said, “It is finished" (John 19:30), He was 
destined to enter into the position of priority, preeminence and power over 
all creation (Eph. 1:18-23). For to Him all authority has been given in 
heaven and in earth (Matt. 28:18). ‘Thus, He is truly the Lord of the wmiverse 
end dsserves to receive all the glory and honor and worship (Rev. 4:11). 


me A. The Resurrection of Christ. 


"Christ dies for our sins according to the scriptures; and that he was 
buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures" 


(I Cor. 15:3-4). So says the Word of God, and thus we believe. 
rae | 1. ‘he Importance of the Resurrection. 


(a) Demonstrated by the place it had in the early church (Book of 


Acts). 


—-, 
G) It was the main them2 of apostolic preaching, (Acts 1:22; 

2:24; etc.). 

ig Co Belief in the resurrection is essential to salvation (Rom. 
10:9-10; I Cor. 15:1-14). 

wy @ It is the foundation stone of Christianity (I Cor. 15:17--18). 

2. ‘The Testimony of Scripture as to the Resurrection of Christ. 

a a. It was prophsied in the Old Testament. 
1) Psalm 2:7 with Acts 13:32-37). 

_ a oan 


On~( 
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2) Psalm 16:10 with Acts 2:22-32. 


3) Psalm 22:20-22 with John 20:17 and Heb. 2:12. 


4) Isaiah 53:10-11 with Acts 13:38-39 


It is inferred in the Old Testament. 


1) John 19:25 


2) Psalm 72:15-17 


~ 


3) Exodus 3:6 with Matt. 22:29-32 


t 


4) Jonah with Matt. 12:40 


It was foretold by Christ. 


1) Matt. 12:38-40; 16:21; 17:9, 23; 20:19; 26;32 


2) Mark 8:31; 9:9-1-; 31-32; 10:34; 14:28 
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- 3) Luke 9:22, 16:31; 18:33-34 
4) John 2:18-22; 10:18; 11:25 

- © was attested by the writers of the New Testament. 
1) Matthew 28 

aa 2) Mark 16 

a 
3) Luke 24 

ai 4) JOhn 20 & 21 
5) Acts 1 

= 6) Paul's writings abound in references to the resurrection. 
7) Peter, I Peter 1:3 

~ 


Book of Revela‘zion 
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eel 
3.| The Value of the Resurrection of Christ. 


ee a CO 


eg 


G5) It declares His divine Sonship (Rom. 1:4). 
—_——_— 


js It witnesses to the validity of Christ's deeth for our sins 
(Rom. 425}).-_____— 


° ° oe 


c.) It validates faith in Christ's death for salvation (I Cor. 
15:12-19), 


© It confimns the divine origin and credibility of the Scriptures 


CL. The Ascension of Christ. 


"... when he had by himself purged our sins, sat dowm on the right hand 
| cf the Majesty on high" (Heb. 1:13). 


The exaltation of Christ was climaxed by the Ascension of Christ. Re- 
turning to the glory of His Father in heaven from whence He had come, 
Christ assumed His position as "the firstborn among meny brethren" 
(Rom. 8:29), the One who is above all things in heaven, upon the earth, 

and uncer the earth (Eph. 1:19~23; Phil. 2:9-11). 
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& The Anticipation of the Ascension by Christ. 
a. John 7:33-36 
b. John 8:21 


c. John 14:28-29 


d. John 16:5 


-. The Testimony of Scripture to the Ascension. 


a. Mark 16:19-20 
b. Luke 24: 50-51 
c. Acts 1:9-11; 23:33 


d. Hebrews 1:3; 4:14; 8:1 


- The Confirmation of the Ascension. 


a. Stephen--Acts 7:55-56 
b. Paul--Acts 9:3-5; 22:6-8; 26:13--15 


c. vJohn--Rev. 1:12-18; 4:1; 5:6 
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4.|] The Value of the Ascension. 


ee 


a 
It enabled Christ to send the Holy Spirit to the Church 


@®s It enabled Christ to become our Great High Priest 
(Heb. 4:14-16; 7:25). 


believer 


@) Te ed the entrance to heaven for ever 
(Heb. 6219-20; 219=223)- 


paced 9 Wn 


@.) It is the basis for our present position in tie heavenlies 
(ch. 1333 225-6; Col. 351-4). 


C. ‘The Return of Christ 


"Behold, he comes with clouds, and evexy eye shall see him, end thsy also 
who pierced him; and all kindxeds of the earth chall wail because of 

| him. Even so, Amen" (Rev. 1:7). 

The Second Coming of Christ is the crand theme of the Book of Revelation. 
It portrays His return in power and glory and victory (19:11-21). It 
will be then that Christ will reic¢n as King upon the earth (Zech.14:9). 
What follows is a brief outline of Christ's career presented in the 
Book of Revelation. 


1. The Risen and Glorified Lord (1:12-18). 


A picture of Christ as He appears in the midst of the seven churches 
stressing the fact that He is the Heed of the Church. 


DI~|T 
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sie . e Church Age Typified by the Seven Churches of Asia Minor 
(Rev. 2:1-3:29). 
PS The messages of the seven churches present Christ as the priestly 


judge. He is judging the churches. In this we see the fulfilment 
of His promise, "I will build my Church" (Matt. 16:18). 


| 3. ‘The Tribulation Period Preceding the Return of Christ 


(Rev. 4:1-19:21). 
This section unfolds in considerable detail the last seven years of 
Daniel's prophecy in 9:24-27, It presents Christ es tie judge of 


we 


——_, ‘ nations. He is dealing in wrath with the earth dweilexs. 
je, 


- 4, The Millemial Kingdom of Christ (Pev. 20:1-10). 
This is the Golden Age of history. Christ will reign as King of 
kings and Lord of lords upon the earth for one thousand years. It 


will be during this era that God will fulfill all the promises made 
to Israel in the Abrahamic, Davidic, end New Covenants. 


~ 5. The Great White Throne Judgment (Rev. 20:11-15). 


. | fl peop 


ik 


| 


j 6 e 
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Christ will sit on this throne to judge the unsaved and presumably 
the fallen angels. It will be the final judgment of all wicked 
creatures. 


The New Heaven and New Earth (Rev. 21 anc 22). 


It will be in this sphere that Christ will reign with His Father 
as the Lord of Eternity. This will be the permanent dvelling- 
place of the xedeemed. 


ai. 


it. 


A. 
B. 


Cc. 
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PNEUMATOLCGY--TH2 STUDY OF THE HOLY SPIPIT 


TS A 


He has all the traits of personality. 
He is referred to as a person by Christ. 


He is linked with the Father and the Son. 


He is called God. 
He possesses divine attributes. 
We performs divine acts. 


He controlled the life of Jesus. 


THE MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 
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iis work in Creation. 

His work in the Scriptures. 

His work relative to Jesus Christ. 
His work in the Old Testament. 

His work in the Age of Grace. 

His work in the Tribulation Pericd. 


His work in the Millennial Age. 


THE OFFENSES AGAINST THE HOLY SPIPIT. 


A. 


B. 


Sins committed by Unbelievers 


Sins committed by Believers 


